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Bridges, bridges, bridges!  That’s the topic Joe Baldwin  will present for this month’s clinic, 
ultimately showing how this huge span can be built out of Masonite© for one-fourth the cost of 
plastic kits.   The contest topic is “Dioramas/Modules (anything RR)” so bring it in, whether it 
be big or small.  An added incentive will be our quarterly Swap Meet, so join us for an evening 
of learning and fun on Thursday, June 10, 7:15 PM  (or 6:00 PM for dinner beforehand, as so 
many members are doing) at the American Legion Hall, 1150 Pine  in Louisville .  Don’t miss 
it!  (Photos by Joe Baldwin .) 
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     My skill level as a carpenter is almost non-existent, yet the empty space in the corner of the layout is 
slowly beginning to resemble a mountain, especially if you are possessed of an active imagination.  Using a 

hand-held saw (the kind that doesn’t use electricity) and a vise to hold the 
1”x2”s steady, I have slowly cut and assembled a substructure that resembles 
a skewed jungle gym which will support my scenery.  Joe Baldwin  has 
suggested using red rosin paper for the base layer, so today I bought the only 
sized roll that it comes in—a whopping 500 square feet!  Joe told me it would 
be all that I could EVER use, and he was right.* 
     I still catch myself just staring at what I’ve completed so far, however, and 
wishing I could simply buy a big kit that would build a mountain.  In my mind I 
know approximately how the finished crag (hill?) should look, but there’s this 
little feeling that keeps picking away at the pit of my stomach, raising some 
doubt that I will ever achieve it.  I don’t suppose any of you modelers have 
ever experienced similar feelings. 
     Nevertheless, I am determined to move forward.  Joe has promised to walk 

me through the steps of using the rosin paper, and I have a case of plaster cloth rolls nearby, thanks to a 
bulk order put together by Russ Boehm .  Drawing on the resources of the club’s Modeling Aids Catalog 
which was the brainchild of Jerry Gilland , I have borrowed several rock molds and have been busy pouring 
Hydrocal into them.  A quick call to Clif Korlaske , who made some aspen trees for me many years ago 
when I was working and could afford to buy them, sent me to a spot near Lyons that has magnificent 
sagebrush plants and 30 minutes with my shears has yielded 100 armatures for future trees.  Doug Wright  
(The Tree Guy!) has also provided much guidance and advice to help me create my forest. 
     I learned in my high school journalism class that a good editorial is supposed to make a point, and my 
point is this:  This club is chock-full of fine modelers, many of whom have built successful layouts, and all of 
whom have knowledge gained from experience.  They are not jealously guarding patented techniques; 
instead, they talk openly about their trials, their failures and their successes and they gladly share, in step-
by-step detail, the best methods that they have found.  I am confident when I say that, whatever your 
modeling problem may be, there is a BMRC member who has a solution. 
     We’ve all been told that there is no such thing as a stupid question, but sometimes it takes an extra bit of 
courage to ask it.  There are 90 helpful people in this club, so just do it! 
(*Note:  If you need some red rosin paper, please contact me and you can have some FREE.) 
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Official publication of the Boulder Model Railroad Club, P.O. Box 1851, 
Boulder, CO 80306.  The BMRC meets on the second Thursday of 
each month at 7:15 pm at the American Legion Hall, 1150 Pine, in 
Louisville.  We are on the Internet at: 

 <http://www.bouldermodelrailroadclub.org>.  
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
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President -  Bill Bradley — 

Vice-President  - Bruce Kasson — 
Secretary - Ethan Eilertsen—  
Treasurer - John O’Donnell  -  

                      Past President  - Doug Wright — 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
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The TELLTALES  welcomes articles, art, cartoons, puzzles, classifieds, 
workshop hints and other model railroading related materials.    Mail or 
e-mail all contributions and/or changes of address to: 

Jack Rummel, TELLTALES  Editor 
6490 Monarch Park Court 

Niwot, CO 80503  �   Tel: �    
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Keeping on Track! 
     I am writing this month’s column while Jean and I are 
visiting my siblings on Cape Cod in Massachusetts.  It 
was a few days before I needed to send it off to our editor 

for publication and I had a mental block 
on what to say.  Yesterday, while eating 
lunch overlooking Mystic Seaport, 
Connecticut, I thought that before 
railroads the waterways of the world 
were the main transportation routes other 
than by foot, horse, wagon, etc., but 
even though I like sailing and tall ships it 
did not seem to be to a topic for the 

TELLTALES.  Then I decided that while on Cape Cod I 
would look into the history of railroads on the Cape.  I 
know that my last two issues have been about the history 
of Old No.30, but please indulge me on some more items 
that I enjoy telling about. 
     Before railroad tracks were laid, Cape Cod was mostly 
an isolated area, accessible only by packet ships or 
stagecoach.  Railroads on the east coast, of course, have 
an older history than in Colorado.  But, I was surprised to 
find it was 50 years before Old No. 30 was built by 
Brooks Locomotive on the shore of Lake Erie in Dunkirk, 
New York, and 21 years before Brooks was established, 
that there was a railroad on Cape Cod.  By 1848, the Old 
Colony Railroad Company, Cape Cod Branch, completed 
tracks from Sandwich to Middleboro.   
     In 1854 it became the Cape Cod Railroad reaching to 
Yarmouthport and Hyannis.  In 1861 the Cape Cod 
Central Railroad formed. As the railroad advanced, 
sailing packets and stage coaches retreated. Track 
extensions continued and in 1873 they linked with Cape 
Cod’s outermost point of Provincetown.  Thus it offered a 
short, five-hour journey from Boston to Provincetown and 

many points 
along the way. 
As the Cape’s 
popularity as a 
resort increased, 
the railroad was 
heavily used to 
transport visitors 
from all over 
Massachusetts, 
Connecticut and 
New York.  The 
r a i l r o a d ’ s 
importance was 
surpassed by 
bridges over the 

Cape Cod Canal for automobiles, which were opened in 
1935. In 1937 passenger service to the towns east of 
Dennis ended, but trains continued to haul freight until 
the middle of the 1960’s. 

     Today a tourist can take a narrated two-hour scenic train 
journey on the Cape Cod Central Railroad and pass 
beautiful cranberry bogs, natural woodlands, lush marshes, 
etc., as you make your way from Hyannis to Buzzards Bay 
and back (the other tracks and most stations have 
disappeared).  Brunch, lunch, and dinner trains run also 
between May and October. 
 
     May was another good month for the BMRC, with three 
great clinics at the meeting and a bunch of layout tours.  
Thanks to Ron Renner  and Bob Johnson  on May 8th and 
on May 22nd to Paul Brennecke, Ned Habich, and Jack 
Haptonstall for opening their homes so that we could see 
their work.  I am delighted with our success in keeping 
members active and attracting new people, with the 
member count at 92, as of the last meeting.  
     I hope to see you at the upcoming meeting, June 10th, 
and at the inexpensive dinner before to socialize.   
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JUNE 1990 
     Former BMRC member Jeff Smith created the cover 
art for the June newsletter; an excellent pencil sketch 
of a K-27 and stock train in some RGS yard 
(Ridgway?). 
     Jim Ozmut gave the May program on the Marysville 
branch of the DRGW.   Ron Haverstock pitched 
NMRA membership, Jerry Hogan received an award 
for his entries at the Golden Rails convention, and 
awards were given to the Georgetown volunteers for 
their 1989 contributions; 
     Phil Evans, Todd Hackett, Carl Schneider , and Joe 
Lemmo volunteered for the Engine #30 workday May 
19th.  They re-installed caboose handrails and ladders, 
cleaned up the loco cab, and installed windows on the 
cab and caboose. 
     Chris Komloski volunteered to co-chair the 
November Club show. 
     The June contest featured scratch built structures.  
Chuck Stasek won first place, second went to Don 
Peterson, and Les Morris took third.  The individual 
entries were apparently a secret. 
     The club ended May with $3,947.52 in the treasury. 
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APPETITE FOR AMERICA: How Visionary Businessman Fre d Harvey Built a Railroad Hospitality 

Empire that Civilized the Wild West 
By Stephen Fried 

 
     OK, so it’s not directly about a railroad.  But this book relates how entrepreneur Fred Harvey built the 
nation's first chain of restaurants, lunchrooms, hotels, bookstores--in fact, the first national chain of 
anything, using the Santa Fe Railway as the basis.  The Fred Harvey name became synonymous with 

high standards of customer service and employee loyalty. By the 1940s, Fred and the Harvey 
Girls were such a well-established part of Americana that they inspired both a best-selling 
novel and an Oscar-winning movie musical with Judy Garland. And they went on to inspire 
everything from the Howard Johnson's chain to McDonald's and Starbucks. 
     Author Stephen Fried was the first writer to get complete access to the family’s 
substantial—and previously unknown—collection of datebooks, correspondence and other 
personal possessions of Fred himself, his children and grandchildren who ran the company, as 
well as their closest friends and business associates in the railroad industry and U.S. 
government. 

     After Harvey's mid-19th-century immigration, he tried various jobs in the Midwest before his business 
instincts and ambitions merged with the Santa Fe Railroad's founding. As the railroad's growth aided 
rapid westward expansion, Harvey established the first chain restaurants, called Harvey House.  
     Through Gilded Age, economic bust and recovery and into the new century, his company's fortunes 
attached to such novel American developments as the automobile and national parks, especially the 
Grand Canyon. Meanwhile, through innovations such as progressive employment practices, 
merchandising, and marketing, the company stayed strong beyond its founder's death. His family 
ensured that it remained private and profitable through the railroad's decline and into the Depression.  
     Although a bit cumbersome in spots, I think you’ll really enjoy the perspective this book provides 
about the impact of railroads on America. 
                                                                                                        —Bruce Macdonald , Book Librarian 
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One new addition: 594 "Adventures In Willoughby #3" by Mark Bresher, 30 minutes. 
 
     For whatever reason Caboose Hobbies had a large box of these VHS tapes marked FREE.   I 
couldn't resist. They were produced in Denver in 1993. 
     The rest of the title, "Familiar Faces & Far Away Places - An Imaginary Friend Video" reveals 
this as intended for very young people (the future of model railroading). It's a strange, but 
interesting, mixture of Lionel trains, conversations among O-scale people, and real-life 
travelogues. It has five short clips: "The Bats of Carlsbad Caverns", "Helicopter Ride Over Kuai", 
"Dinosaur National Monument", "The Great Halloween Train Wreck" and "The Mayan Pyramid of 
Chichen Itza". 
     The Halloween story departs from the others in that it's twice as long and 100% O-27. Tension 
builds as a 4-4-0 passenger express heads toward a tank-car hauling freight. There's the 
inevitable flaming crash, but then spirits float away, ultimately concluding with a house haunted 
by dancing skeletons. This video truly adds balance to our library.                                                   
                                                                                                                                                                 
                                                                                                        —Loren Blaney , Visual Librarian 
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STORY AND PHOTOS BY JOE BALDWIN  
     May’s layout tour plan was a bit skinny to my liking.  Yes, we had two good layouts lined up, but this 
layout tour coordinator thinks three is a better number than two, but I just could not scare up any more.  
Well, providence took over and by the time it was all said and done, we had FIVE layouts on tour this 
month!  We owe a tip of the hat to the NMRA’s Rocky Mountain Region for stepping up and including 
us in their plans.  That three of the layouts were all N-scale caused some of our tour party to giggle with 
delight.  Why, I don’t know, but they were certainly out of control!   (I know, HOn30 is not N-Scale.) 

     Bob Johnson’s basement is one of my favorite places. The isles 
are wide, the HO scale modeling is excellent and you always feel 
welcome there.  Brother Tom was on hand to help with the duties 
and I found myself with more than a bit of envy for Bob , for my 
brothers are thousands of miles away and the thought of sharing my 
hobby with them is, well, futile. Bob’s  trademark is long trains—you 
know, 30 cars or so—and he backs them up 
too, all a tribute to a great modeling family.  
    Down the street just two doors is neighbor 
Ron Renner  and his HO scale Wind River 

railroad.  How Ron is able to get all those people, a dispatcher with CTC 
machine and a nifty railroad into that space and leave room for a comfortable 
crew quarters is beyond me.  Yep, Saturday, May 8th was a good day. 
     Saturday May 22, we set off to Golden/Lakewood to see what a trifecta of 
NMRA layouts might bring. 

 One word sums up Paul Brenneke’s N-Scale layout: dynamite!  As in 
dynamite that comes in a small package.  Paul’s layout can’t be much bigger 
than your standard full size bathroom, but lurking in there is an incredible 
layout with some of the best scenery I’ve ever seen and over 1800 individual 
pine trees, each hand crafted from toothpicks and Woodland Scenics foliage.  
And how did he get those long trains to run so smoothly?  Complete with 
operating signals, this is a layout that should be on your must-see list! 
     Ned Habich’s layout is N-scale featuring the Southern Pacific in the 
1950’s in its operation.  As a new modeler, I admire 
Ned for sharing his first layout with the public.   The 
setting will be in the Sonoran desert area near 

Tucson, surrounded by public lands with livestock grazing thereabouts. A ranch 
will provide the cowpunchers to herd them. Wild animals native to the area will 
populate the surroundings.  I look forward to seeing Ned’s layout in the future to 

see how his his work matures! 
     Jack Haponstall models Colorado Railroads using 
HOn3 on his "La Plata Division of the D&RGW", with a mixture of equipment 
from other Colorado railroads. His DC-powered U-shaped layout is 90% 
complete in his 12' x 20' basement.  This layout has a lot going on. 
 
     Next month two modelers will open their layouts for us: Jerry Gilland  
and Mike Carr.  Those of  you who have not yet volunteered for a tour of 
your layout need to ‘man up,’ as the old saying goes, and put it out there for 
us to review.  A layout tour does more to get us off our fannies and make 

real progress than almost any other incentive. We are looking forward to seeing YOUR layout soon! 

                                                                                                                       ���� �
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ESCAPE RAMPS & SWITCHBACKS  
     Mountain railroads are loved by modelers 
because they provide so much interest and 
scenery to model.  In addition, they provide 
reasons for tunnels and long, spidery bridges.  
Occasionally, however, these prototype situations 
also featured very steep grades.   
     Sometimes, these grades were quite long, 

such as the long descent on the 
Colorado Midland as it descended 
Ute Pass approaching Colorado 
Springs.  Another example is the 
steep set of switchbacks of narrow 
gauge track that left the stone 
quarry just east of Monarch Pass for 
the descent down the east side of 
the mountain toward Salida.  Both of 

these examples featured safety trackwork called 
"escape ramps".  These were turnouts in the 
descending route that were always set for the 
steeply uphill safety track that would allow gravity 
to stop (or at least slow down) a run-away train.  
The route was always set for that escape track 
and would be re-aligned for the down-hill main 
track only when the locomotive engineer felt 
certain he had his train under control as it 
approached the escape safety switch and whistled 
this confidence to the Turnout Tender. 
     I have seen narrow gauge trains descending from 
the stone quarry near Monarch Pass with so much 
blue-colored smoke produced by the brake shoes 
that the bottom half of each car is not even visible! 
     Other examples of using switchbacks to 
maneuver railroad equipment up and down steep 
mountain sides can be found just north of I-70 
between Georgetown and Silver Plume along the 
very beginning of the Argentine Central route. 
There were two switchbacks that can still be seen 
today from the highway on the south-facing side of 
Leavenworth Mountain just above the Georgetown 
Loop Tourist Railroad.  An amazing six more 
switchbacks could be found (and still seen) at the 
other end of that same railroad just beyond and 
above the town of Waldorf.  These switchbacks 
climb to an astounding 13,200' above sea level at 
the top of Mt. McClelland.  ����� �
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POWER LINE RIGHTS-OF-WAY 
     High-voltage transmission towers require an 
obstruction-free path along the length of their 
route. This allows maintenance workers easier 
access to tower bases and helps with fire 
prevention should a line fall to the ground. 
     If your layout includes areas of 
dense forest surrounding the tracks, 
it's a perfect place to create a space 
where the train is visible for just a few 
feet. As you add trees to your forest, 
include a grassy swath with no trees 
at about a 45° angle to the edge of 
your layout or backdrop making sure it 
crosses the tracks. The tree gap 
should be 10-12" wide for HO and 5-
6" for N Scale. Place your 
transmission towers in a line down the 
center of the gap and add a primitive 
dirt road connecting them if the terrain allows it. 
(Brawa makes them in HO scale. —Ed.) Now you 
can see your trains clearly for a short distance as 
they roll through your forest.   �  
Text Reproduced in part from Walthers E-Update newsletter. 
Courtesy of Wm. K. Walthers, Inc., Newsletter 5-19-10. 

FROM MAY’S CLINICS  
 

     Loren Blaney  demonstrates 
his signal activated by reed 
switches (right). 
 
 
     Two photos of the same 
building on Steve Spear’s  
diorama.  Placed in front of a 
mirror, they will appear as two 
different buildings (below). 

KEITH 
BOBO 

PHOTOS 
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May Contest   
     “Railroad-Owned Structures” was the quest for 
models to show in May. But with so many subjects, 

we only had two 
entries! So with that, 
I decided to look 
back to an old 
contest format of “Kit 
Built” and “Scratch 
Built”.   
     The blue ribbon 
for kit built was given 
to Mike Wood  for his 
Blair line kit, “Gerald 
D e p o t ” ,  a 

combination depot with a 
pagoda style roof (1). And 
the blue ribbon for scratch 
built was given to Jerry 
Gilland  for his freelance 
design and scratch built 
Coaling Station (2). 
      Nice work, gentlemen!  
     The June Contest topic 
will be “Diorama/Modules, 
(any s ize,  anyth ing 
railroad)”. Also Jerry 
Wilson  will be hosting the 
contest in June, as I will be 

on the road. Hope to be back for the July meeting, 
MAYBE.  
      Until then, —Dennis Balchunas  , Contest Chair.�

Contest Topics For 2010  
Jun         Diorama/Modules (any size, anything RR) 
Jul          MOW equipment, including cabooses 
Aug        Locomotive Servicing 
Sep        Open (anything goes, even non-RR) 
Oct         Passenger Rolling Stock (1 car or more) 
Nov        Industries Served Directly by the RR 
Dec        Model of the Year (Contest winners only)�
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    The HO Special Interest Group members had a 
good time at Bruce Dickerhofe's  home in March 
and April.  So again in June, the group will be 
back to help Bruce  (right) play a little with the now 
working lower switching and staging yard.  But the 
goal for the evening of June 17 will be to begin 
laying out the very interesting upper main lines 
and mountain lines.   The  work 
will now begin phase two of the 
layout.  There is always 
something to work on so all are 
welcome to meet with the group.   
    We hope that you will be able 
to come on Thursday, June 17 
to participate in one of the 
m any ac t i v i t i es  a lways 
happening at Bruce's   place in 
Superior.   Please call him  if 
you need directions and to 
RSVP or email him. 

 
   As always, those 
meetings are at 7:00 
PM until  ? ?      
                          
                          —
Frank Smucker 

 ��������	
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What’s 
going on 

here? 

Watch your thumb! 

Submitted by Ken Ziebarth :  Photo 
©2010 by Robert Thompson of Great 
Falls, MT, who says “One of the most 
unique unit trains I’ve ever seen was this 
‘blade train’ of CITX flatcars loaded with 
blades for wind energy turbines...
paused in Great Falls on May 17, 
2010.” 

PHOTO © BY ROBERT THOMPSON, USED WITH PERMISSION 
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     I happened to be in Chico, California the weekend 
of May 8th visiting my wife and son.  I had noticed an 

ad in Model Railroader for Northeastern 
Scale Models, in Chico.  So I decided to call 
there and see if I could visit.  The owner, 
Jean (Gene) Oriol, gave me directions and 
hosted my visit.  He gave me the history of 
the company, having moved to Chico from 
the Boston area several years ago because 
he “got tired of shoveling snow.”  At one time 
Jean also owned Northeastern Scale 
Lumber, which is still in business today. 

   Jean impressed me with the quality of his laser 
work.  He uses larger (huge) laser machines to cut his 
designs, mostly in basswood.  The laser bed on his 
machines are about 4 feet by 4 feet.     He told me he 
makes kits for several other vendors, including George 
Sellios (Fine Scale Miniatures). Indeed, he was 
working on a sketch Sellios had sent him.   
     Jean has a quite sophisticated software program 
for laying out the building parts for cutting.  Jean told 
me he is thinking about getting out of the business, 
either selling or just shutting it.  He wants to retire, and 
has no family member interested in running the 
business.   I spent a couple of delightful couple of 
hours with Jean, and of course picked up four of his 
fine kits!   Turns out, I have built two of his and look 

forward to building the other four.  Here are pictures of 
the two I have built.  N-scale, of course! 
     The June meeting will feature Joe Baldwin 
presenting how he models roads and overpass 
structures.  His layout features his fine work in these 
areas, and he has a wealth of information using 
Masonite®, styrene and other materials for roads and 
overpasses.  The meeting will also include our 
quarterly swap meet.  So time to get ready to sell 
those dusty items that another member might be 

seeking!  �                                      —�������������������� �
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Tom Madden  

Tom is a charter member of the 
BMRC, where he served as our second president 
and chaired our very first train show.  Like so many of 
us, he got a Lionel train set for Christmas at age 9.   
He built his first HO model at age 15 
and got his first HO engine the following 
year (a Mantua Shifter, which he still 
has).  He’s assembled, detailed and 
weathered many fine models over the 
years (two of which are in service on 
my layout —Ed.), but gave it all up in 
the late 1990s to devote his time to 
Pullman research. 
     Since then, Tom has founded (and 
still owns) the Passenger Car List on Yahoo! Groups, 
and has created the “pullmanproject” website, which 
is the home of the 13,000+ record Pullman Car 
Construction Record database and has become THE 
top passenger care resource on the internet.  He also 
designs HO freight and passenger cars in 3D CAD, 
does custom resin casting for manufacturers and 
historical societies and is a frequent clinician at 
national Prototype Modeler meets. 
     Now retired, Tom and his wife, Gail, live in 
Boulder.  In addition to his modeling and prototype 
interests, he enjoys hiking, CU football and many 
types of music.  He is also active in the Colorado 
Railroad Museum and in the historical societies of the 
UP, SP, ATSF and PRR. 
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     As noted in President Bill’s  column on page 3, we 
are now at 92 members, and we welcome back Clif 
Korlaske , a past-president who lives in Dacono and 
is an excellent scratch-builder in On30.  We also 
welcome new member Ron Keiser , who participated 
in our March layout tours and subsequently decided 
to join.  Ron  lives in Arvada and models D&RGW 
narrow gauge in G-scale.  He also works at Caboose 
Hobbies; you may have seen him there. 
     Russ Boehm  is recovering well from back surgery 
and Ron Renner  is up and around following knee 
replacement surgery.  Hurry back, guys! 
     Don’t forget to bring a friend to the next meeting.  
It feels good to share the 
advantages of the BMRC with 
others!�
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     The May 2010 meeting of the BMRC was held 
at the Louisville American Legion Hall, preceded 
by dinner. There were 36 members and guests 
for dinner, 55 members and 4 guests for the 
meeting.  
     President Bill Bradley  opened the meeting by 
introducing the Show And Tell table, run by Vice 
President Bruce Kasson . At the table this month 
were N-scale models from Jon Bond  of a 
Schnabel heavy-duty car, dwarfing a GE 44-
tonner. Ken Campbell  brought in some very nice 
brass engines, including a cab-forward. Doug 
Wright  talked about “JTT Microsystems” trees, a 
new manufacturer on the scene. Bob Uhr  
brought in some free Bachman models, Roy 
Johnston  had free magazines, and Jerry 
Gilland  was giving away a Lionel wristwatch. Bill 
Bradley  displayed his innovative “Train-in-a-Box” 
technology, where Z-scale enthusiasts can 
pursue the hobby in a clandestine fashion while 
their unsuspecting spouses are going about their 
business elsewhere.  
     Also, new member Ron Keiser  was 
introduced. Ron is a G (20.3:1) modeler from 

Arvada who is interested in D&RGW narrow 
gauge. Welcome, Ron! 
     Joe Baldwin  took orders for clothing for the 
new club apparel program. Joe will be taking 
orders at the June meeting as well, so everyone 
interested should report to him if they are 
interested in participating.  
     The program for the evening was three mini-
clinics. Jerry Wilson  gave a demonstration about 
modeling rock walls of cast plaster. Jerry  models 
retaining walls and uses his method for structures 
too. He also demonstrated his method of squaring 
and joining corners that makes them virtually 
seamless.  
     Bruce Kasson , demonstrating Steve Spear’s  
instructional diorama, talked about the use of 
mirrors to extend scenes, very realistic especially if 
a front-surface mirror is used. Steve’s  display 
included buildings and figures painted differently 
on each side so they looked like two different parts 
of the same scene in the mirror. Very effective 
techniques.  
     Loren Blaney demonstrated an inexpensive 
detector circuit made from modified magnetic 
switches. Loren  used his circuit to control a set of 
grade crossing gates. Based on the level of 
interest, He may give a workshop on constructing 
his circuit. he estimates that his method costs 
about $15, compared to $70 commercially.  
     The last topic of the evening was the modeling 
contest. This month’s topic was “Railroad 
Structures,” run by our Contest Coordinator 
Dennis Balchunas .  
     The meeting was adjourned at 8:50 PM. 

—Ethan Eilertsen , Secretary  
 
 

 

 
Next TELLTALES  Deadline 

 
Submissions for the July TELLTALES should be sent 
no later than June 27, 2010 .   —Ed. 
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June 3-6 —RMR, NMRA Convention, Alamosa, 
<www.TracksToAlamosa.org>. 
June 10 —BMRC Meeting and Swap Meet, 
American Legion, 1150 Pine, Louisville, 7:15 PM 
(Dinner at 6 PM) 
June 10-12 —Rocky Mtn. Prototype Modelers Meet 
Littleton, <http://rockymountainprototypemodelers.
org.> 
June 12-13 —3rd Annual Limon Railroad Days, 
Sat. 9-4, Sun. 10-3. 
June 26 —Layout Tours, Jerry Gilland, Bruce 
Dickerhofe .  Info to be sent by email. 
July 8 —BMRC Meeting, American Legion, 1150 
Pine, Louisville, 7:15 PM (Dinner at 6 PM) 
July 10-18 —NMRA National Convention, (75th 
Anniversary of NMRA), Milwaukee, WI <www.
nmra75.org>. 
July 17 —Swap Meet, at Green Mtn. Presbyterian 
Church, 12900 W. Alameda Pkwy. at Mississippi, 
Lakewood (Note new location! ) - 9AM to Noon. 
July 24 —Layout Tour, Joe Mellen (G), Info to be 
sent by email. 
Aug. 12 —BMRC Meeting, American Legion, 1150 
Pine, Louisville, 7:15 PM (Dinner at 6 PM)  
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