
 

 

This mine on Buzz Allen’s  diorama is certainly an “Industry Served by the Railroad,” thus fitting 
nicely under this month’s contest topic.  The clinic will be an array of Five-Minute Modeling Tips 
by a staff of your fellow members.  As a bonus, there will be a Swap Meet, too!  Sound too good 
to miss?   Join us Thursday, November 11th  at 7:15 PM (or 6:00 PM for dinner beforehand, as 
so many members are doing) at the American Legion Hall, 1150 Pine St. in Louisville  (Photo 
by Jack Rummel .) 
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     October 30th was, unfortunately, an overbooked day for me but I managed to squeeze in part of the 
monthly Layout Tour and visit Joe Baldwin’s  Colorado & Santa Fe HO empire. As Layout Tour Coordinator, 

Joe has spent all year touting the wonders of other people’s layouts but I 
quickly determined that his own layout deserves equal praise.  Watching the 
constantly moving trains being remotely controlled by a computer program was 
a bit mind-boggling for a non-tekkie like me! 
     Being a “structures guy,” my attention was quickly attracted to a couple of 
gorgeous wooden buildings—a sawmill and a machine shop—that were 
positioned near the layout’s entryway.  My comments on the quality of 
construction and the level of detail and weathering generated a conversation 
with another BMRC member (who shall remain nameless) and he pointed out 
a third structure of equal beauty that was located further into the layout.  I was 
informed that these were all built from very expensive kits (no surprise), but 
when I learned that the completed structures had been purchased at a swap 
meet for less than ten cents on the dollar, my jaw dropped to the floor! 

     The conversation went further.  “Jack ,” he said, “this gives you an idea of what your layout is really 
worth,” and he raised the issue again (which had been broached in this column in September, 2008, to no 
avail) of what will happen to our layouts when it becomes necessary to downsize and dispose of them.  “You 
can’t sell a house with a layout in it,” he continued, and he confided that he often lays awake at night 
worrying about what to do.  “I’ve got about 10-15 more good years,” he said, “and then what??” 
     Following some witty remarks between us about attacking our layouts with a chain saw, he said, “I’ve 
thought seriously about having a weekend ‘basement sale.’   I’d advertise it heavily and say ’All items must 
go!  No reasonable offer refused!  Any remaining items will go in the dumpster.’”  My laughter was hollow, as 
I envisioned myself in the same situation. 
     Right now, my layout is worth a lot to me.  It is a source of pride, but it is also a place of retreat, whether it 
be to the workbench to invest some quiet time in a new kit or to the train room to watch that peddler freight 
weave its way through some recently-added scenery.  But the day of reckoning will ultimately come. 
     Rather than have the layout succumb to a dispassionate wrecking crew, I hope I am still able to exert 
some control over its ultimate demise.  Joe Baldwin  displays his newly acquired structures proudly and 
lovingly on his layout.  They have found a new home and they will live on.  They will continue to inspire Joe  
and all, young and old, who come to enjoy his layout.  Yes, my $200 kit-built structure may only sell for $15 
and wrapping my mind around that will be difficult at first, but if it goes to a loving home where it will continue 
to inspire and be useful, then I think I can learn to be at peace with it as I tread haltingly toward life’s final 
chapter. 
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Official publication of the Boulder Model Railroad Club, P.O. Box 1851, 
Boulder, CO 80306.  The BMRC meets on the second Thursday of 
each month at 7:15 pm at the American Legion Hall, 1150 Pine, in 
Louisville.  We are on the Internet at: 

 <http://www.bouldermodelrailroadclub.org>.  
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
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President -  Bill Bradley — 

Vice-President  - Bruce Kasson — 
Secretary - Ethan Eilertsen—  
Treasurer - John O’Donnell  -  

                      Past President  - Doug Wright — 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
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The TELLTALES  welcomes articles, art, cartoons, puzzles, classifieds, 
workshop hints and other model railroading related materials.    Mail or 
e-mail all contributions and/or changes of address to: 

Jack Rummel, TELLTALES  Editor 
6490 Monarch Park Court 

Niwot, CO 80503  �   �   jtrummel@comcast.net 
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Keeping on Track! 
     Last month I said Fall was here, but today as I write 
this it is in the high 70’s on the Front Range and we are in 
what I call an Indian summer.  Wikipedia says, “Indian 
summer …is when the weather is sunny and clear, and 
above 21 °C (70 °F), and all of the leaves of the t rees 

have turned, but before the first snow 
has fallen; a period normally associated 
with mid-October to late-November in the 
northern states of the United States. The 
expression 'Indian summer' has been 
used for more than two centuries. (Trivia) 
The earliest known use was by French-
American writer St. John de Crevecoeur 
in rural New York in 1778.”  In Germany, 

where I was earlier in October, it is called 
"Altweibersommer" (Old Ladies' Summer). No comment 
on that!  It’s hard to stay indoors and work on models 
when you can be outside tanning. 
     I have temporally stopped on my Z layout to set up a 
new display, hopefully for Our Train show.  As I 
mentioned at the last meeting, Mel and Char Bourg of the 
Flatirons Mineral Club gave me an On30 Firefighters train 
set collection from Hawthorne Village that they thought 
could be put to use by the BMRC, as they have enjoyed 
our Train Show for a number of years.  It is my hope to 
display this set on a 4’ x 6’ sheet, with other scales such 
as; HO, N, Z, and T, under the title “You need to start at 
some size”.  That’s right, “T” at 1:450 scale, I had to get 
one. Now I have to try and get the rolling stock on the 
track!  If this display works, it could be used next June for 
a Cub Scouts day camp, which we have been asked to 
help with. 
     This weekend, November 6th  and 7th, the BMRC will 
be exhibiting our club layout right in the middle of The 
Great Train Show which features operating model 
railroads, dealers, collectors, hands-on exhibits, 
demonstrations, workshops, and much more, at the 
National Western Complex,  Humboldt St. in Denver.  
Jon Bond  is looking for members to help at the display.  
Then again, we will be displaying at the Rocky Mountain 
Toy Train Show, November 27th and 28th at the Denver 
Merchandise Mart, 451 East 58th Avenue Denver.  I also 
understand Jon  has us lined up for Rails in the Rockies 
2011, February 19th and 20th, in Estes Park. 
     Thanks to Joe Baldwin , Doug Geiger and John 
Parker for opening their homes last month so that we 
could see their layout work. 
     Remember, if you would like to have fun and 
contribute to your club as an officer, please contact one 
of the Election Committee members; Ethan Eilertsen  
(Chair), Jon Bond , or Earle Cate  so that you can be 
nominated at the meeting.  Elections for 2011 officers will 
be at our meeting on November 11th. 
     Please join us at the upcoming meeting, the 11th, and 
at dinner before to socialize.  This month’s contest is 

“Industries Served Directly by the RR”, so don’t be bashful 
and bring those models in.  If you attend Dinner, remember 
the waitress and bartender are volunteers and a good tip is 
in order. 
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     As you all know, the Train Show is coming up in 
December.  I will have sign up sheets for volunteering at 
the Show at the November  meeting.  The main tasks we 
need volunteers  for are:  Show set up and tear down; 
admission ticket sales; raffle ticket sales; door prize 
"manager;" and roving security .  We will probably also 
need some extra train operators for the HO modules (fun 
stuff!! ) over the weekend.  
     None of these tasks are difficult and even if you can 
only volunteer an hour or two, that will be much 
appreciated!!  You can sign up for a specific task at a 
specific time or sign up for a specific block of time to do 
whatever is needed. Anyone working the Show is on the 
front line of interacting with the general public - an 
ambassador for our Club and for the hobby.   
     In addition there will be a sign up sheet for Club 
tables.  Anyone can request a table for a demonstration, 
display, mini-clinic etc. These are always some of the 
most popular features of the Show and are much 
appreciated by the public, as they get to see the hobby of 
model railroading close up and personalized by YOU!!  
     I would like to thank (again) Chris Komloski  and 
Steve Spear  for heading up the raffle layout project for 
this year’s show.   It seems each year for the past several 
years we outdo ourselves as far as the raffle layout is 
concerned, and I am sure this year will be no exception!!    
   

—Roy Johnson , Show Chair 

 
  The HO Special Interest Group 
will meet again several times off 
the regular schedule in 

November.  To get engines and rolling stock, as well as 
modules, ready for the Train Show, the HO SIG will meet 
Tuesday, November 9, Tuesday November 16, Thursday, 
November 18, and again on Tuesday, November 30 from 
7:00 pm until ??? at Frank Smucker's place (900 - 37th 
Street).  So plan on attending one or more of these work 
nights to get everything ready for the BMRC December 
Train Show.  If you have any questions, please feel free to 
email or call Frank .                                  —Frank Smucker 
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Rails Around Denver   

by Allan C. Lewis, 2007, Arcadia Publishing 
 
      It’s the time of year when our lives start to speed up.  Holidays are fast approaching, and 
it’s hard to find the time to read books. 

     Perhaps a book of photographs is the perfect solution! 

     Rails Around Denver is a wonderful little book with many previously-unpublished photos 
of trains and structures.  It’s great fun to just browse through the pages covering the many 
railroads that chose to service the Denver and Colorado areas.  Author Allan Lewis spent 
over 30 years compiling the photographs that bring this history to life.  The photos of the 
locomotives from each of the railroad companies are worthy of your time.  I guarantee you 
much enjoyment from this book. 

                                                                                                        —Bruce Macdonald , Book Librarian 
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     Last month’s meeting seemed like an ideal opportunity to use up the remaining $25 of this year's 
budget by buying two DVDs and taking advantage of the special discount offered by Caboose Hobbies. 
However it didn't work out. The lady at the cash register overheard me explain my plan to Bruce 
Kasson as we stood in line. She asked, "Is this for the club?" I nodded. She then rang up the two DVDs 
and said, "You still have twenty-five dollars in your budget." I was completely bewildered as she handed 
me the sales slip showing the DVDs each costing $0.00. Later it was explained that she owns the place. 
     By request we now have 598 "Learn How to Solder."  This 47 minute clinic explains how to solder 
wires and electronic components, as well as how to silver solder heftier items such as steel music wire. 
One thing I'd like to emphasize is:  Never use acid flux on electronic components. 
     599 "Siskiyou Line Op Session Live, No. 1" is an informal filming of an 
operating session on an HO layout. (See photo on right.)  It was recorded 
in 2007 but models the operation on July 12, 1987. Learn about the jobs of 
an engineer, dispatcher, and yardmaster - along with many other details 
necessary for running your models like the prototype. 
     Check back next month to find out what happens to your $25.               
                                                                                                                     
                                  —Loren Blaney , Visual Librarian 
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BMRC NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT 
    The Nominating Committee is pleased to put forth the following nominees for club officers to 
continue in 2011: 
             President           Bill Bradley  
             Vice-President  Bruce Kasson  
             Secretary          Ethan Eilertsen  
             Treasurer          John O’Donnell  
As Past President, Doug Wright will remain on the Board. 
     Additional nominations will be accepted from the floor, with the permission of  any persons so 
nominated.  Voting will take place at the regular meeting of November 11, 2010. As stipulated in 
section 5.5 of the By-Laws, written and signed proxy votes will be accepted at the meeting. 

—Ethan Eilertsen, Chair 



5 

���������	
��������
�
     Our December 9th meeting will feature our 
annual Christmas dinner at the Legion Hall.  Our 
presenter is John Fielder, the renowned 
photographer who has published several books 
on  Colorado scenery and history.  His 
photography is spectacular, as many of you 
already know.  Plan on a great evening of 
Holiday food and entertainment!   �  

NOVEMBER 1990 
     Jack Rummel , 1990 Telltales editor, chose 
this photo by Brad Phillips for the cover.  Phillips 
took the 1938 picture of “Okie” next to the WP 
tracks at Tonka, Nevada, after Phillips and 5 
fellow WP laborers helped Okie lift his stuck car 
off the tracks! 
     Howard Doehler and son Tim from the 
Northern Division of the NMRA gave a clinic on 
how to build a simplified throttle, complete with a 
schematic handout. 
     The November contest featured “Plastic 
Structures”, kit, combination of kits, or scratch 
built.   Doug Geiger won First place with his HO 
wholesale grocery, Second place went to Jack 
Rummel  for his HO coaling tower, and Darrel 
Decker took third with his engine house. 
     The preference by club members was to 
continue the monthly model contest in 1991, with 
3 months scheduled for an “open” category. 
     The Depot has been reserved for the BMRC 
monthly club meetings through May, 1991.  
Availability after May is unknown. 
     That’s about all the news for November!         
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September and October Contests   
     September contest theme was “Open” and it 
looks like anything goes. We had eleven models 
entered with all but one in the Novice Group. 
Planes, Trains, Automobiles, and a Monkey?  
     The one entry in the Advanced Group was 
from Chuck Yungkurth  with a scratch built brass 
“Hand Car”. In the Novice Class first place went 
to Chris Komloski for his 1/100 scale “USS 
Lexington”. Second place went to Roy Johnson 
with his “HOn3 Train”, Brass C-18, and freight 
cars all custom painted kits. Third place was 
given to Jay Mills  for his “Ringling Brothers 
Monkey Cage” ¾” scale. (Sorry, no photos.) 
     For October, the theme was “Passenger 
Cars,” one or more. This was unique—no forms, 
no ballots, just scratch paper. I do not know what 
class the models were entered under. So the 
judging was done by vote count. We had six 
entries. In the “Advanced Group”, first place went 
to Ron Kaiser  for his “DRGW On3” car. Second 
place went to Ron Renner for his “DRGW HO” 
car with interior detail. And third place went to 
Pete Opila for his set of “Southern Pacific” cars 
      In the “Novice Group”, first place went to Jack 
Rummel  for his “HO Tabernash Lumber” car. 
Second place went to Bob Rothe  for his “Yampa 
Valley” car. And third place went to James Davis 
for his “Burlington” car.  SIX WINNERS, no pix. 
     Notice:  The contest chair will need a new 
Coordinator beginning January, 2011. I feel that I 
would not be doing a good job of it, because I will 
be on the road more. This club needs a full time 
chair person. So please consider this as a chance 
to help out our club. Thank You.  

—Dennis Balchunas   

Contest Topics For 2010  
Nov        Industries Served Directly by the RR 
Dec        Model of the Year (Contest winners only)�
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CONSTRUCTION ZONES   
      In today's world, some workmen seem to be 
doing repair work, reconstruction, or some form of 
building all the time.  Roads are reduced to one 

lane using traffic cones; or buildings 
are being renovated.  These minor 
tribulations seem to happen frequently 
in our city. 
     Modelers do not seem to model 
scenery as though it were in a state of 
transition.  We seem inclined to model 
the final condition - whatever that may 
be.  Modeling a house - somebody's 
residence - elevated on support 
beams about to be loaded on a trailer 

suggests some transition in somebody's life; their 
house is being moved. 

RAILROAD RIGHT-OF-WAY MAINTENANCE 
      The concept of "Construction Zones" can also 
be applied to the railroad right-of-way itself.  

Teams of track workers can be 
modeled standing out of the way as 
though they were pausing in their 
work at tamping ties or doing other 
track work to allow a passing train 
to pass.  Planning scenery to 
indicate that  something is 
happening in the world adds life and 
realism to the scene.   

     On the other side of the activities coin, a 
modeler must be careful not to suggest motion 
that might appear to be "frozen in time".  A figure 
leaping through the air - and not actually moving - 
destroys the illusion of reality.  A woman walking 
and waving her hand but not actually going 
anywhere is less convincing.   ����� �
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DEALING WITH DECALS  
     Introduced in the 1800s to decorate pottery, 
decals have become an important tool for model 
builders to finish kits, scratch built and factory-
painted models. 
     Decals adhere best to smooth surfaces, so 
start by applying a clear gloss to your model. 
     To begin decaling, fill a small bowl with water 
and allow it to reach room temperature. 
     Most sets have a clear 
topcoat. Using a new knife 
blade and a steel ruler to 
guide each cut, trim as 
close to the printed decal 
as possible. 
     Place the decal in 
water to soften the 
adhesive, and release it 
from the backing paper. 
Remove the decal with a 
small artist's brush or fine 
pointed tweezers, and 
position on your model. 
     Blot up excess water 
from around the edge with 
a soft cloth or paper towel. 
Next, apply a setting 
solution; this softens the decal so it stretches 
over raised details such as rivets. When dry, 
check for air pockets or "silvering" where the 
decal hasn't adhered to the surface. Pierce the 
film at trouble spots and apply more setting 
solution; repeat if necessary. 
     To seal and hide the clear film, apply a gloss 
coat and allow to dry. 
     Finish your model with a flat finish and 
weathering if desired. 
�    
Text Reproduced in part from Walthers E-Update newsletter. 
Courtesy of Wm. K. Walthers, Inc., Newsletter 10-4-10. 
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    A Retrospective  
Commentary by Joe Baldwin 

 
    Today's layout tour at my house was an unqualified success.  My feet are telling me it was so and my 
eyes are so tired I find it difficult to write this, but alas, deadlines are just that—something to be dead 
for!  Last night, my most difficult steam engine, a mighty ATSF FEF (That's Four-Eight-Four to those 
two or three readers who don't know) decided to derail at a particular spot on the layout, every time it 
ran past.  Now this was particularly disturbing because I'd spent literally a couple of weeks reworking 
track just so this engine would run flawlessly.  And it had, too, I swear it had. Maybe 50 laps of the 
mainline smoother than any four-axle F unit you ever saw. Yes sir, a picture of reliability.  But the layout 
tour bug had bitten and so all day long, every time that loco went past that spot, I'd reach over and put 
it back on track.  But all in all, the layout ran well, seven trains got just about seven hours running time 
today. That is a lot of wear and tear on them, but that's why I have them—right?   
     We had a full train room all day.  The log book shows we clocked at least 102 through the gates.  It 
was my layout's highest single day turnout, sort of a new high water mark for me. But while all of this is 
important, it is not why I am staying up past bed time to make Jack  (our tireless TELLTALES editor) 
happy.  I got a little daring Thursday and sent out a blanket email to my HOA (home owners 
association).   
     I did not really expect anyone to come see Joe's  trains, but throughout the day and especially after 
3:00 PM, the place filled up with neighbor after neighbor.  All of them were real gawkers, too.  But they 
all shared one thing in common:  They had two or three kids in tow.  I'd taken the fool hardy approach in 
my email to say that well-supervised children were welcome.  With my own grandsons, I'd long ago 
decided that I'd never yell or show any displeasure with them if something went wrong in the train room. 

I wanted my GK's to have only pleasant memories of grandpa's train 
room.  In fact, I wanted them to like It as much as they liked me and to 
raise hell when they had to go home.  
     They say a picture is worth a thousand words.  Well, look at those 
faces. Today, I did something to advance the hobby by recruiting new 
members.  Some of these bright eyed babes will be modelers when they 
grow up.  “How can you say that, Joe, and mean it?”  When I was four 
years old, I remember going to my Aunt and Uncle's home and seeing 
first-hand my cousin's amazing model airplanes.   They were gliders and 

rubber powered, but they flew like birds and looked like 
pieces of art.  I remember those images of those planes, 
indelible after over 60 years.  Who knows, maybe one of 
today's kids will remember my layout when they are 66. 
 
 

(Photos by Joe Baldwin .)  
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     The October 2010 meeting of the BMRC was 
held at Caboose Hobbies, preceded by dinner at 
the Blue Bonnet Café. There were 18 members 
for dinner, and 35 members for the meeting and 
subsequent “15% off everything” shopping spree. 
     President  Bill Bradley  opened the meeting 
at 7:15 with new business. Bill  brought up the 
upcoming election for Club officers, which will be 
held at the November meeting.  
     (The election committee is comprised of Earle 
Cate, Jon Bond and Ethan Eilertsen . Any club 
member wishing to run for office for 2011 should 
contact any member of this committee. Offices 
available are President, Vice President, 
Treasurer, and Secretary.)  
     Bill  also announced that a Cub Scout pack 
will be running a week-long day camp next 
summer at the Boulder County Fairgrounds, and 
they are looking for volunteers to put on model 
railroading demonstrations and clinics. Bill  will 
send out an email detailing this opportunity.  
     Roy Johnson  introduced the upcoming 
December train show in Longmont, and passed 
around a signup sheet for volunteers willing to 
work at the show and for those that wish to have 
tables. If you have time, please consider 
volunteering.  
     Bruce Kasson  gave the topics for the 

November meeting – the quarterly swap meet and 
a new concept in short presentations called “Ten 
Modeling Tips” that should be fast-paced and 
interesting.  
     The last topic of the evening was the modeling 
contest. This month’s topic was “”Passenger 
Equipment,” run by Dennis Balchunas , Contest 
Coordinator.  
     The meeting was adjourned at approximately 
7:45 PM.. 

—Ethan Eilertsen , Secretary 
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Nov. 6-7—Great Train Expo, 10AM-4PM, 4655 
Humboldt, Denver, <www.great train expo.com>. 
Nov. 11—BMRC Meeting & Swap Meet, American 
Legion, 1150 Pine, Lsvl., 7:15 PM (Dinner 6 PM) 
Nov. 20—Swap Meet, at Green Mtn. Presbyterian 
Church, 12900 W. Alameda Pkwy. at Mississippi, 
Lakewood (Note new location! ) - 9AM to Noon. 
Nov. 27-28—Rocky Mountain Toy Train Show, 
Denver Merchandise Mart, 451 E. 58th Ave. 
Dec. 4, 11-12, 18—Santa Express Train, Colorado 
Railroad Museum, Golden. 
Dec. 9—BMRC Meeting, annual holiday family 
dinner; speaker: John Fielder.  American Legion, 
1150 Pine, Louisville, dinner 6PM, meeting 7:15PM 
Dec. 11-12—BMRC Annual Train Show, Boulder 
County Fairgrounds, Longmont. 
Jan. 13, 2011—BMRC Meeting, American Legion, 
1150 Pine, Louisville, 7:15 PM (Dinner 6 PM). 
Feb. 19-20—Rails in the Rockies, Estes Park, CO. 
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     The Halloween Train at the Colorado Railroad 
Museum was powered this year by engine # 40, 
a 2-8-0 built by Baldwin in 1920 for service in 
Central America. It was brought back here in the 
1960's by Lindsey Ashby, who ran it on the 
Georgetown Loop RR for years. 

 
—Roy Johnson text & photo  
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SMALL BUT MIGHTY!! 
This is the group of N-Scalers in our club.  We are 

working on N-scale modules that will 
eventually result in a layout that can be 
easily transported to events for display.  
This is, of course, similar to the activities 
of our HO SIG.  Although the N-Scalers 
don’t yet call themselves a SIG, we will 
most likely get there.    
     This activity started about a year ago 
when Jon Bond  (I think) saw an ad on 
Craig’s List for an N-scale layout.  I went 

with Bill Bradley  to check it out, and we decided it 
had promise, either to use as a layout or to be 
scavenged for parts.  After spending a winter in Bill’s  
garage, we moved it to Warren Hester’s garage.  
Attempts to re- assemble the layout were so 
frustrating we decided the “scrap” path was best.   
     Following the standards outlined for N-Track, 

we have started building the modules.  First will be 
four corner modules, and then our members can 
make their own modules to fit into the layout.  The 
pictures show our progress. 
     The message here is that there is an additional 
benefit to BMRC membership other that attending 
the meetings and layout tours.  Ours is a group of 
compatible people (probably made compatible 
because of a common love of trains) where working 
together on a project like this brings out a 
“brotherhood” where skills, knowledge and work are 
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     Don’t forget to bring a friend to 
the next  meeting.  It feels good 
to share the advantages of the 
BMRC with others! 
�

Next TELLTALES  Deadline 
 
Submissions for the December TELLTALES should be 
sent no later than November 27, 2010 .   —Ed. 
 

�  
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shared for a common goal.  To that end, we are 
making good progress and will maybe even have 
something to show off at our December show!   
     The members in this picture are Mike Collins  
(wielding the power tools), Warren Hester and 
Bill Bradley.   Jon Bond  and I are not shown. 
     The N-Scale modular layout will not replace 
our existing layout that we use for public events.  
We will still use that display layout as it is very 
easy to transport and set up, and is a very 
popular, and unique, display.   
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     We have a full agenda of modeling tips for the 
November meeting, and of course will allow plenty 
of time for the swap meet.   See you at the 
November meeting.      
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