
 

This magnificent lumber mill scene is the first thing you see when visiting Joe Baldwin’s  layout, as 
many BMRC members did on the September 29th layout tour.  No contest and no speaker this month; 
instead it’s the annual “feeding frenzy” at Caboose Hobbies!  (Members only.)    So join us Thursday, 
October 18th  at Caboose Hobbies, 500 S. Broadway  in Denver  at 7:00 PM, or gather at the Blue 
Bonnet Cafe, 457 S. Broadway , beforehand at 5:30 PM for a Mexican meal (optional).   (Photo 
courtesy of Jack Rummel .)  � �
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     I know of very few model railroaders who haven’t had second thoughts about certain areas of their 
layouts, torn out parts of it and replaced what was there with something new, improved or totally different.  

Perhaps it was an irresistible structure kit that was pleading to be built and 
installed somewhere (and what’s a modeler to do when his layout is complete and 
the structure kit of his dreams suddenly appears on the market?).  Maybe that 
also required a new turnout and siding. 
     Changes take place in the prototype world, too, and they must be 
accommodated.  We modelers have it easier, however.  If we decide to change 
something, our little model figures aren’t going to circulate a petition and take us 
to court.  We don’t have to worry about using heavy demolition equipment and 
there are no penalties if we run behind schedule. 
     Changes in the prototype world can be 
interesting to observe, however.  A case 
in point is the ongoing widening of 
Arapahoe Road (aka State Highway 7) 

between Cherryvale Road and 75th Street east of Boulder.  The 
Department of Transportation (DOT) is in the process of converting 

this segment to four lanes.  
Normally this would mean just 
digging out dirt and laying down 
more asphalt, but in this case 
there is a railroad bridge with 
huge concrete pillars in the way.  
And there’s also the little problem 
of keeping the mainline running during the construction. 
     A friend invited me on a hike and we ended up looking down on the 
project from the level of the train track.  It appears that a new railroad 
bridge is being constructed parallel to the old one.  When completed, 
the mainline will be closed long enough to switch traffic onto the new 
bridge.  You can bet that BNSF won’t want their main line shut down 
for very long! 
     We modelers may curse the traffic snarls as we drive east or west 
on Arapahoe, but the engineering involved in keeping the rails running 
is almost as difficult as the engineering involved in widening the 
highway.  Should you find yourself driving in this area, I encourage you 
to pull off of the highway and observe first-hand how they’re doing it.  
It’s worth a little hike.  ��� �������������������������������������������������������              

—Jack Rummel , Editor               �
��������� �

Official publication of the Boulder Model Railroad Club, P.O. Box 1851, 
Boulder, CO 80306.  The BMRC meets on the third Thursday of each 
month at 7:15 pm at the Tri-City (Louisville) Elks Club, 525 Main St., 
Louisville, CO..  We are on the Internet at: 

 <http://www.bouldermodelrailroadclub.org>.  
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
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Treasurer - Fred Maine — 
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The TELLTALES  welcomes articles, art, cartoons, puzzles, classifieds, 
workshop hints and other model railroading related materials.    Mail or 
e-mail all contributions and/or changes of address to: 

Jack Rummel, TELLTALES  Editor 
3827 Doral Drive, Longmont, CO 80503 

�   jtrummel@comcast.net 
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                     On the Mainline  
                                               SIG PRESENTATION 
     A tip of the hat and a hearty thank you goes to John Clark  (N-Scale SIG member) and Frank 
Smucker  (HO-Scale SIG leader).  They did a fantastic job of sharing the details and background 
of their respective SIGs.  Then, Frank’s  team built a two-module layout complete with operating 
trains in about 10 minutes!  It was impressive, and we were all impressed when 13-year-old 
Dawson Ditta , a member of the HO SIG, applied the throttle to a sound equipped narrow gauge 
locomotive.  The layout was complete with buildings, scenery, the works, all coming directly out 
of their keyed and labeled storage boxes.  I was not the only person impressed, no sir!  If you are 

looking for a way to expand your modeling skills while helping build two fantastic layouts, contact Frank 
Smucker or Warren Hester for more information. 
     Our next meeting on October 18th, we return to Caboose Hobbies with supper at the Blue Bonnet, a Mexican 
restaurant across the street from Caboose. 

CLUB LOGO SIGNS 
     For those club members who missed our September meeting, we displayed the new club logo 
signs we had made as samples.  The logo’s are black lettering on white 1/8” metal clad plastic and 
come in two sizes, 8” ($12) and 12”($16).  We can also have the signs made in large sizes (special 
order) if required.  Based upon the positive feedback from the membership, we have ordered 2 
dozen 8” and a dozen of the 12”.  We expect to have them with us at Caboose night.  We will be 
using these logos for a number of different purposes beyond home decoration for our layout or 
hobby rooms.  We plan to equip our library, Club N-Scale and SIG layouts with the logos.  The 
Board plans to ask Caboose Hobbies to display one in their store and club member Tim Burton , 
owner of Louisville’s Tim’s Toy Trains, has expressed willingness to display one in his South 
Boulder Road store.   

CLUB STORE AT THE TRAIN SHOW 
     During the October Executive board meeting, we discussed offering our logo signs and logo clothing for sale 
to the public as a part of our continued marketing and publicity campaign.  Club Treasurer Fred Maine  has 
agreed to research sales tax permits to ensure we are legal. Our Club Store Manager Jeff Morrison  is planning 
to man the sales table.  This is an idea we got from Rails in the Rockies in Estes Park where they have offered a 
growing line of items for sale for the past couple of years.    

MY LAYOUT TOUR 
     On the 29th, my Colorado and Santa Fe railroad was open and operating for the September layout tour.  We 
had a full house with over 100 visitors!  I’ve been busy, working on the scenery and stabilizing the computer 
system and I’m thankful to say the layout control system kept 5 trains running continuously for 5 hours.  The only 
excitement came when an excited lad pressed a button on the fascia and threw a cross-over and we ran against 
it twice before figuring it out.  Getting the trains to run reliably requires clean track, perfectly adjusted and aligned 
couplers and wheel sets, and sweet running locomotives.   
     Since I had just finished the ballasting on a very large section of the mainline, getting the track clean turned 
out to be a monumental task. Nevertheless, layout tour deadlines are good, and even undesirable tasks find 
themselves getting checked off the preparation list!  I’ve said it many times, the person who benefits the most 
from a layout tour is the owner of the layout. I got so much done not only in the train room but around the house 
as well, just getting things ready.   

     Surprisingly, the progress did not stop with the tour!  I’ve continued 
to make great progress this week, renaming some buildings I had 
purchased from Jack Rummel  and Roy Johnson , adding more 
ballast and doing additional work on the roadways which we take for 
granted until the scenery starts to come together.  Then I found a 
wiring problem I’d been working on for a few weeks.  And thanks to 
ideas I received from good friend and fellow member Jeff Morrison , 
I’m reworking about 20 feet of my backdrop.   
     October’s layout tours promise to be simply awesome.  Bob 
Rothe’s  and Mel Shapiro’s  layouts both promise to be entertaining 
and educational.  Mark your calendar for the 20th! 

HELP WANTED 
     Our club needs continue to grow and several key areas are in need of someone to assume leadership and  
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SEPTEMBER MEETING   
     I was nosing around on the internet lately, when I 
probably should have been working on the layout.  My, 

oh my, what a way to get lost.  I thought I 
would try to see a listing of the best places to 
train spot, just for grins.    
     I was not surprised to see comments 
praising Rochelle, Illinois with its junction of the 
BNSF and the Union Pacific.  After all, they 
have an official railroad park to highlight the 
hobby and some 80 to 90 trains pass through 
there in a mere 24 hour period.  Besides, 

Rochelle is only 50 miles away from Union, Illinois and 
the very neat outdoor train museum there.  Plans for a 
next summer road trip.   
     I was a little disappointed to see the internet really 
did not list anything out here.  It seems like our part of 
the world would be ripe for that type of thing.  I am 
wondering, if you are into train-spotting, where do you 
go?  Might be an interesting topic, where do you go and 
what was the most interesting, fun, scary experience 
you encountered?  If you want to share your stories 
with the rest of the members, get in touch with me. 
     Another thing that tweaked my curiosity lately was 
the topic of grades.  With my layout I was hopeful to 
have a pretty massive grade for my switchbacks that 
would make a Shay worry.  Not having an operating 
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work the following areas: 
     Membership Chairman  - 

receives new member applications and dues, collects 
and tracks dues from the membership, gives funds to 

Treasurer for deposit, approves website 
enrollment, maintains club roster.  Peak 
workload is Christmas Party through 
February meeting.  Takes direction from 
club Treasurer, and President (Computer 
skills and internet access required.)  

Catering Coordinator 
This person would assume responsibility for the Club 
monthly ‘dinner’, ‘picnic’ and the Christmas Party Meal 
service.  Duties include managing the caterer selection, 
menu choices, pricing, arranging for setup, cleanup 
and communications for the dinner events of the club.  
Desired skills – organizational and business skills 
helpful.  �  
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Shay at this time made the practical test 
impossible and my K-27’s cry “uncle” much 
sooner than I prefer.   
     I drove onto the information highway to learn 
about this and found the steepest prototype 
mainline grade in the US was on the Norfolk and 
Southern West Line between Melrose and Saluda, 
North Carolina where that grade runs between 
4.7% to 5.1%.   Why can’t I do that?   Of course, 
that led me to ponder narrow gauge grades and 
then on to such things as the San Francisco Cable 
Cars and then on to Funiculars.  Time to move 
away from such riveting searches before I get a 
failing grade.    
     The pondering did lead me to a website called 
trainorders.com   You might want to check it out, if 
you haven’t.  I marked it as a favorite and 
promised myself to limit the time I spend there, 
lots of information and lots of stories. 
     October in Colorado has some traditional events 
that make me really anticipate the month.  Ya got 
your golden quaking aspen trees, ya got your bull elk 
making remarkable sounds as they ask ladies out for 
a date, AND ya got the Boulder Model Railroad Club 
night at the biggest Train Store In The World !!   
     Yes indeed, folks.  On October 18th, we will 
once again be guests of the Caboose Hobbies 
management and staff for our private shopping 
night.  We will meet at the Blue Bonnet Mexican 
Restaurant (457 S Broadway, Denver (303-778-
0147) at 5:30 PM or so for some dinner.  We will 
then, with tummies and wallets full, saunter (yes, 
practice your sauntering) across the street at 7 pm 
to Caboose where we will have a brief business 
meeting and then shop for an hour or so.  So make 
your list so you do not forget anything and 
remember the discount you get allows you to buy 
more.    
     A couple of reminders….. You might want to 
carpool; parking is limited and Wendy’s would not 
appreciate our presence without a purchase.  Also, 
this is Members Only.  No guests that night.  
Finally, wear your nametag as a courtesy to the 
Caboose staff.  Hope to see you there, I will be the 
one holding on tightly to my secret credit card.  
Ooops!  I should not have typed that..   � �
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     Cuba 1998 (S/N 710) provides a rare trip to the land where time stands still. The U.S. trade 
embargo creates a very rustic setting for American steam and interurban traction along with 
Russian diesels. 
     In 1916 Milton Hershey, of Pennsylvania chocolate fame, bought 35,000 acres of sugarcane 
and built a railroad to haul it. Bounce and sway with the camera crew as you retrace this historic 
route. 
     Color, narrated, 75-minute DVD.                                    —Loren Blaney , Visual Librarian 
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INNOCENCE LOST 
     Many of you know that my railroad is a mix of two main hobbies, model railroading and computers.  There are so 
many similarities with a great deal of overlap.  Yes, you can build a complicated and quite sophisticated model railroad 
without having a computer in the place.  Several club member's layouts come to mind, Bob Rothe's  Yampa Valley being 
on the top of the list.  Bob's  layout is “just DC” -  what an understatement!,  Check out his controls during the October 
layout tour. 
     In June, I shared my DCC A-Z clinic with the Northern Colorado Model Railroad Club.  After that clinic, I was helping 
a friend from that club (Jack Heier) with a new Lenz device he had purchased on my recommendation for his 
railroad.  Since we had the same hardware, and his problem was not responding to my initial tweaks, I chose to mock up 
a test environment to see if I could duplicate his problem, a technique popular with computer specialists.   
     After an hour or so of working with the test environment, nothing on my system was working properly.  I have an array 
of different hardware available to test and came to an unlikely conclusion:  I had three different computer interface 
components that were all failing. Being a veteran troubleshooter, I knew it was nearly impossible for me to have three 
bad parts causing the same bug.  It must be something else.  I spent the next month isolating and eliminating, only to 
come to two conclusions:  First, the three parts were indeed bad, and second, I had caused the problem by using the 
wrong cable.      
     Researching the problem, I discovered that while I knew there were a couple of different cable types, I had no Idea that I 
had a collection of about two dozen cables of three different types.  Furthermore, I learned definitively that indiscriminate 
mixing of these cables can and will damage DCC equipment. 
    The cables I am talking about are all known as telephone/voice cables, like the ones we use to connect our old wired 
telephones and the wireless phone base to the house wiring. Some of the cables are used in telephone systems.  These 
cables are referred to as RJ11,RJ12, RJ14 and RJ25,  and are not to be confused with RJ45, which is used to 
interconnect computers in a network. 
     NCE & Lenz  both use a 4 wire  RJ12 (6P4C) cable where 6P = 6 positions and 4C = 4 connections.  The modular 
plugs could be in one of two forms, 6 or 4 positions meaning they will take either 4 or 6 wires.  The connections are 
straight through pin 1 to pin 1, etc. (By the way, note: Digitrax (6P6C) 6 wire RJ12 cables will work on NCE & Lenz but 
not the other way around.) 
     Digitrax  uses a 6 wire  RJ12 (6P6C) cable where 6P = 6 positions and 6C = 6 connections.  The modular plugs must be 
in one form, 6 positions, meaning they will take either 4 or 6 wires.  To further complicate matters, some devices on 
Digitrax only use the inner 4 wires so a 4 wire cable ‘could’ be used. 
     CTI-Electronics , the manufacturer of my computer control system used for block detection and signaling uses 
‘standard fax machine RJ14 cables’ (4P4C) that consist of four positions with 4 connections (wires) and the wires are 
‘twisted’ meaning that 1-4,2-3,3-2 and 4-1. This cable can look identical to either of the two previously mentioned cables.  
Furthermore, the sockets for this device will also accept 6 wire plugs meaning CTI cables can be built from 6 wire plugs 
and wire but with reversed connections.  This all becomes lethal if used with Lenz which puts 12 volts dc and ground on 
the cable and reverses polarity thereby causing a direct short which can and probably will burn up a DCC device. This of 
course is what happened to me. In troubleshooting my problem, I swapped my three devices one at a time onto this 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9 
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     Planning for the show is progressing  well.  Fred Maine  has the raffle layout almost completed, 
which, if finished in the next week or so before the October meeting would be a new record for getting it 
done early!! Thanks, Fred!!  The plan is to bring the completed layout to the Nov. meeting.   
     I have been steadily signing up vendors since early this year and spreading show fliers around at 
area train shows and other venues.  The next two months should see an acceleration of activity as 
vendors & layouts are signed up; door prizes are gathered; volunteers are signed up to work at the 
show; and print and online advertising placed.  There is still room if you would like to have a member’s 
table at the Show for a display or demonstration.   
     We still need volunteers to work the show!!  I will bring the volunteer sign up sheets to the October 
meeting.  Last month’s TELLTALES detailed the major job descriptions for show volunteers.  If you have 
questions about anything, email me or ask me at the October meeting. Let's make this the best show 
yet!!                                                                         —Roy Johnson , <royjohnson726@gmail.com> 
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     Cheyenne Griffin , an N scale modeler from 
Broomfield, signed on as a member at the 
September meeting, having found us through the 
internet.  Welcome, Cheyenne ! 

     We bid Buzz Allen  goodbye 
and wish him well as he and 
Karla move to the Portland, OR 
area to be closer to family.  His 
leg is healing well and he has 
promised to keep 
in touch.  Buzz, 
we’ll miss ya!���� �
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   A couple of photos from the "Day Out With Thomas" event at the Colorado Railroad Museum, held 
the first three weekends in September.  Over 20,000 people rode Thomas the Tank Engine this year 
and there were many volunteers working the event from the BMRC.                       —Roy Johnson  
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     In accordance with our By-Laws, the 
Boulder Model Railroad Club elects next year's 
slate of officers at the November business 
meeting.  If you have an interest in participating 
in the leadership of our club, please let Jeff 
MacDonald , our Club Secretary and Chairman 
of the elections committee know your intent.  At 
the moment, all of the current officers have 
agreed to run for re-election except for Bruce 
Dickerhofe , our Vice-President, so we are 
looking for a person for that office.  And if you'd 
like to run for any of the four elected offices, 
President, Vice-President, Secretary or 
Treasurer, please let Jeff  know so your name 
will be added to the list. 



     One of the most interesting and satisfying things 
you can do to your layout is add water features.  
When well done, a water feature attracts a lot of 
attention. As model railroaders, we always strive for 
realism in miniature, and thanks to some great 
products, modeling water can be a lot easier and 

more fun than you might think.  The photos in 
this article show some of the many scenes I 
have created using a variety of methods.  For 
large areas of water, such as the two harbor 
scenes on my layout, I prefer Envirotex, a two-
part epoxy that produces excellent results.  
Just last month I made a large pour, using one-
half gallon of Envirotex to create the water in 
the second harbor.  Like all the previous pours, 
this one went very well.   
     The base preparation for any water feature 
is very important, especially when pouring an 
epoxy coating, for it will seep out of any cracks 
or pin holes.  The colors you use to paint the 
base will determine how realistic the water 
looks, and the illusion of depth is created with 
varying shades.  The darker the color, the 
deeper the water will look.  Once you are 
satisfied with the overall colors, the next step is 
to carefully prepare the shoreline.  Spend 
some time on this step, as it really adds to the 
overall effect.  You can always re-do the 

painted base and shoreline, but once you’ve made the pour, it’s permanent! While I always anchor the dirt, 
sand and rocks prior to a pour, I save the vegetation that grows around the water until after the pour.  
     When Envirotex sets up, it dries crystal clear and very smooth.  While this looks terrific for a small pond, like 
the one shown at right, it’s not realistic for most water effects that you’ll want to add to your layout. The best 
way to add realistic ripples, waves, chop, 
currents, rapids and wakes is with another of 
my favorite products, gloss medium.  This is 
sold at hobby shops and art supply stores, 
and is available in a liquid and a gel.  Both the 
liquid and the gel gloss medium are ready to 
apply, with no mixing necessary, and like 

Envirotex, both dry clear and hard.  You will notice in the photo to 
the left that the gel comes in regular and heavy.  The heavy 
version is quite a bit stiffer, working well for large waves and 
waterfalls.  The regular is better when applying with a brush.  
Let’s see how each of these products are used, and what I’ve 
found to be the best method of application. 
     I use regular gloss medium gel to create the realistic surface 

��	�
�����
�����	�
�����
�����	�
�����
�����	�
�����
���� ���
�������� �������������������� ����� ��� 

���
������

�	
����

7 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8 



ripples and chop as shown in the first photo in this article.  Stippling the gel onto the surface with a stiff artist’s 
brush works really well.  Depending on the area that you are covering, this can be time consuming, but the 
results are worth it.  The nice thing about this product is that it is very forgiving and has a very long working 

time.  If you don’t like the way it looks you can go over it 
until you achieve the effect you are looking for.      
     For larger waves, like those shown at left, I wait for the 
stippled surface to dry overnight.  The heavy gloss medium 
gel is then applied to represent the waves coming onto the 
shore.  Again, this is very forgiving and creating great 
looking waves is not difficult.  Once this gel has hardened, 
highlighting the wave surface with gloss white acrylic paint 
will simulate whitecaps and make it come alive.  
     Very few model railroad layouts have large expanses of 
water like mine, but nearly all of them have small creeks, 
streams or even rivers.  If nothing else, they give us an 
excuse to build those terrific bridges.  I’ve found that the 
best way to create a convincing scene like this is with liquid 
gloss medium.  Again, the base preparation is very 

important, and often requires even more detail than a 
large body of water.  Once you are satisfied with the 
river or stream bed, with all it’s rocks and boulders in 
place, you simply pour the gloss medium onto it, 
spreading it evenly with a flat brush.  To facilitate 
deeper pours, you can do it in layers, waiting 24 hours 
between coats.  When the last coat is dry, the ripples 
and rapids are then added with one of the gloss 
medium gels.  Again, highlighting the turbulence with 
gloss white paint applied to the dried water enhances 
the appearance dramatically. 
     Last, but not least, you might want to add a 
waterfall to your layout.  A popular method of 
recreating the falling water uses clear caulk, and while 

I have used this method, I prefer using the heavy gloss 
medium gel.  It is so much easier to work with, and not 
as messy.  You can create the falls off the layout using a 
sheet of clear acetate or similar material cut to fit the 
scene.  Apply the streaks of gel to the acetate until you 
get the desired effect.  Once dry, highlight with gloss 
white paint to represent the rapidly moving water and 
attach to the scene.  Grab a cotton ball or some white 
fiberfill and stretch it apart until it’s gossamer-like.  Glue 
this at the base of the falls to represent the foaming 
turbulence.  The photo on the left shows Addison falls as 
it appears on my layout. 
     There are lots of methods for creating model water 
out there, and the ones I’ve briefly described here are 
only suggestions.  I’m sure many of you have tried other 
products and applications with equally good results.  The 
point is, when you dive in to this wonderful hobby, you 

will discover that creating beautiful scenery isn’t difficult… it’s fun!  Experiment and try lots of methods.  It will 
lead you to finding the techniques that are right for you.  What are you waiting for?  Let’s make waves!   �  
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CHAPTER 9 
     Last time, in Chapter Eight, I promised to have a tender shell to 
show you in the October issue. Well, due to other commitments this 
month, I will have to settle for ¾ of a shell, as shown in Figure 1 . This 
structure looks straight forward, but posed 
some interesting problems, such as the 
upper and lower curvature of the otherwise 

flat sides. Both contours are complex curves. i.e., they are 
not simple circle segments. I tried several approaches 
where I tried to thermo-form a fairly heavy (.030”) sheet 
using circle segment approximations for the curved 
portions. They just didn’t look right. 
     I finally decided to put it together as the prototype would 
have been assembled, i.e., build a structural skeleton and 
cover it with sheathing. I was fortunate to have scale drawings of the tender front and 

rear views, which showed the complex curvatures accurately. From these, I 
fabricated (filed to fit) styrene masters of the skeleton components which accurately 
conformed to the real complex curves. From there, a simple RTV rubber mold 
(Figure 2 ) allowed me to “mass produce” the 24 accurate skeleton parts from 
“AMAZING” casting resin. These parts were then mounted to a heavy (.060”) 
styrene base. I made an important discovery here. Cyanoacrylate glue does almost 
too good a job of bonding resin castings to styrene, as once the bond was set, it was 
irreversible. 
     This skeleton structural framework allowed me to use thin (.010”) styrene sheet 
for the sides. Because the sheet was this thin, I could emboss rivets from the inside 
producing a realistic rivet pattern, as shown. The structural frame and a side panel 
are shown in Figure 3 , prior to assembly. You will note that I found it desirable to do 
some thermo-forming of the side pieces to ease assembly, and put less strain on the 
final glue joints.  However, the exact profile of the curved portions was not so 
important, since the styrene was thin enough to conform to the exact profile upon 
final assembly. I was able to find ¾” wood dowels and a piece of 1 ½ inch PVC pipe 
which approximated the real curvatures. I glued them together with proper spacing 
and filled the gap with “SCULPTA-MOLD” producing the crude mold shown in 
Figure 4 . Then, I just wrapped the styrene side around this mold, held it in place 

with rubber bands and placed it in my wife’s convection oven, set at 180 degrees, for 20 minutes. Upon removal, 
and cooling, the styrene had a permanent set conforming to the mold.  �  
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innocent looking cable and burned out my three PC to DCC interface devices. 
   Sorting it out .  I’ve been working with these kinds of wires since 1995 and have a tester that cost me $450 in 
1995.  It shows which wires are connected where and by simply plugging both cable ends to the device it shows 
how things are wired.  It works well with RJ45 and 4 cable RJ12 but is clueless on 6 wire RJ12!  Using the tool 
and a opti-visor, I was able to sort out and mark all of my cables for the future.  I am ordering a 
Klein Tools VDV Scout Pro LT from Amazon for $63 which will make it a snap in the future to keep 
my cables sorted out regardless of the confusion above.   Lessons Learned: 
·     Make sure I know what cable configuration is required for the system being used. 
·     My 8 wire Cat5 RJ45 wiring in my layout works for any of the three systems without 

modification. 
·     I used red and green Sharpies to mark the CTI devil cables to ensure I never mix one of them 

up with my DCC system cables.  As you can tell from the picture, these cables are difficult to 
properly identify. 

     Epilogue.       I sent my three devices back to Lenz for repair.  (Tony’s Trains/American Hobby 
Distributors is now the Lenz distributor for the USA) They declared two of the older versions not 
repairable and will not fix them.  After a two month wait, the new LI-USB-Ethernet (cost $180 at 
Caboose) was replaced by Lenz, but the date on the CD is a year older than my original and the new one fails 
exactly like the old one does.  To quote Charlie Brown, “AAUGH”!   �                               —Joe Baldwin 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5 
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OCTOBER 1992 
     Tom Brunner captured the NMRA D&RGW Ski 
Train pulling out of Denver Union Station on July 
3, 1991, for the October cover photo. 
     Jim Wild did his normal outstanding 
presentation on chemical weathering for the 
October program.  “Sweet and Sour” refers to 
more than Chinese food! 
     Several BMRC members got awards at the 
Narrow Gauge Convention in Colorado Springs.  
Will Cheshire won the Sn3 award for his Ophir 
station and the PBL award for his Vance Junction 
section house;  Joe Crea won the Gazette award, 
1st place in diorama, and Best of Show in models 
for his Gunnison mine diorama; and Jerry Wilson 
won 3rd place for geared steam engines and 2nd 
place for passenger cars. 
     “Open” was the topic for the October contest.  
A limited variety of entrants, and the winners 
were: 
   Tier I :  First place -Larry Anderson-SP Gondola 
Second place-Tom Johnson  -Photo of D&RGW 
PA 
   Tier II :  First place - Doug Geiger - Ajax, W. Va. 
Module 
Second place -Joe Crea-South Park Rail Car 
Third place -   Jerry Hogan  -  NG wooden ore car 
 
     The club’s Treasury closed at $2,993.31.  �   
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   The HO Special 
Interest Group had a 
good time during the 

second week of September getting ready to have 
the group make a presentation to the club about 
how the large module or sectional layout gets put 
together in a relatively short time when setting up 
for a show.  Bruce Dickerhofe , Dawson Ditta ,  
Roy Johnson , and Spen Kellogg  then brought 
the presentation to the Club with the goal of getting 
some new members interested in working with the 
SIG and helping run trains at the different shows 
the layout goes to -- especially the BMRC Train 
Show in December this year.  
     Starting on Tuesday, October 16th and again on 
the 23rd & 25th, the HO SIG will be meeting at 
Frank Smucker's  place in Boulder, to work on 
getting modules ready for the Train Show.  The 
group will be working on planting buildings, trees 
and scenery on some empty spots of the layout.   
There are a couple of buildings that need to be 
built and some that need a bit of repair work.  The 
group is never without something to work on as 
well as having a great time sharing ideas and good 
discussions.  There is always something for 
anyone to work on no matter what level of 
modeling you are at -- beginner or expert.   
   Because the group has been taking it easy most 
of the summer without meeting often, there will 
also be a push in November to get ready for the 
Train Show so mark your calendar for the 8th, 13th 
and 29th of November for meetings at Frank 
Smucker's  place.  If you have any questions, give 
me a call any time.  

—Frank Smucker  

 ��������	
�  

Photos 
By 
Frank 
Smucker 
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AUGUST MEETING 
     The BMRC September meeting was opened 
by President Joe Baldwin  at 7:15 PM at the 
Louisville Elks Club. Thirty-seven members were 
present and eleven enjoyed the pre-meeting 
dinner. Guest Dave Ellis from Ft. Lupton 
attended. His interest is HO and collecting trains. 
He has prior experience on 1/1 trains while 
volunteering at the Illinois Railway Museum. New 
members Tom Scott  and his wife Fran, Greg 
Pinkham  and Tim Burton  were present.   
     Unclaimed name tags from Misters Hood , 
Collins , Scher  and Johnson  were noted.  
     The October meeting is at Caboose Hobbies 
for members only whose purchases will receive a 
15% discount. There were reminders for 
volunteers to sign up for the December train 
show. N-SIG setup will be the weekend after 
Thanksgiving. There will be six meetings of the 
HO-SIG the next two months getting ready for 
the December show.  
     A poll was taken for interest in club patches 
and round metallic-appearing wall signs. 
Considerable interest was shown for each item. 
     President Joe had his home layout open for 
viewing on Saturday Sept 20th. The next open 
layouts are Oct. 20th in Boulder at Bob Rothe`s 
and Mel Shapiro`s .  
     Show and Tell had free BNSF and ATSF 
calendars. Swap meet tables were set up with 
various materials.  
     The evening program was on our members’ 
SIG layouts. John Clark  represented the N-SIG 
group. Their layout follows the standards put 

forward in the N-Trak manual. The layout will be 
shown at the November Rocky Mountain train 
show at the Denver Merchandise Mart. It is a 
three-track mainline with some sections modified 
for custom track runs to offer mountain scenery 
and bridges. Two sections of the layout were on 
display.  
     The HO-SIG was explained by Frank 
Smucker . The railroad is named the Trout Creek & 
Western. There are twenty-four modules which 
build out to a 21` by 36` layout. Control is by NCE 
DCC. Harbor Freight table legs support the layout 
at a child-friendly height. Pin connected hinges link 
the sections together for accurate alignment. Two 
modules were set up and trains run for a 
demonstration of how easily it can be done. Plans 
call for completing scenery on two modules which 
need finished as well as adding more detail to all of 
the sections. They set up about three times a year. 
     The contest was run by Doug Wright  for Jerry 
Gilland  whose recently trained service dog was 
being honored that night. Doug  kindly supplied 
lighting for the contest tables. Bob Rothe won 1st 
place in the kit built area with a wreck crane and 
Roy Johnson took best of show with an HO 
D&RGW water tank. The meeting concluded at 
9:15 PM. 

—Jeff MacDonald , Secretary 
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Oct. 18—BMRC Meeting, Caboose Hobbies, 500 S. 
Broadway, Denver.   Dinner 5:30PM at Blue Bonnet 
Café, 457 S. Broadway, Denver; meeting at 7:00PM. 
Oct. 20—Layout Tours, 10AM—2PM. Bob Rothe  
(HO) and Mel Shapiro  (O). 
Oct. 27-28—Trick or Treat Train, Colo. Railroad 
Museum, Golden <www.coloradorailroadmuseum.org> 
Nov. 15—BMRC Meeting, Tri-City Elks Lodge, 525 
Main St., Louisville.   Dinner 6PM (offsite), meeting 
7:15PM. 
Nov. 17—Swap Meet, at Green Mtn. Presbyterian 
Church, 12900 W. Alameda Pkwy. at Mississippi, 
Lakewood - 9AM to Noon. 
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Next TELLTALES  Deadline 
 

Submissions for the November TELLTALES  should 
be sent no later than November 1, 2012 .    
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Members listen attentively to Frank Smucker  as 
the HO-SIG crew sets up their modules.  (Photo 
by Keith Bobo .) 



12 

 
SEPTEMBER CONTEST 

     The theme for September was Locomotive 
Servicing .  Unfortunately, we had a poor turnout, 
with only two Kit Built entries.  The good news is 
that we had lights, so that we could see the models 
for a welcome change! 
     The Blue Ribbon in the Kit Built class went to 

Bob Rothe  for his nice 
Crane (Figure 1). The 
best of Event award went 
to Roy Johnson  for his 
Durango Press D&RGW 
water tank (Figure 2). I 
was absent from the 
Sept. meeting, so did not 

get a chance to talk with Bob  or Roy 
about their models. The only information 
that I have to report is what they put on 
their entry form. Please, contest 
entrants, the members are interested in 
the details about the winner’s models 
(Kit manufacturer, prototype, if it exists, 
special touches that you added to your 
model, your opinion of the quality of 
product, etc.). Having this information 

will enable me to publish a more informative report. 
     Our contest participation has declined recently, 
which is too bad, as many members see the 
contest as one of the highlights of our meetings. 
This may be because of the poor contest lighting 
that we have had recently. However, that problem 
has been belatedly fixed, so I trust that you who 
have been holding your fine works in reserve will 
now let them “see the light”! 
     Note that the October meeting is Caboose night, 
so there is no contest that night. The theme for the 
November contest, which is the last theme contest 
of the year, is Passenger Rolling Stock . And 
those of you who have been awarded either blue or 
gold ribbons this year should start dusting off your 
models for our annual Model of the Year contest in 
December. 

Rule of the month.   
All entries in any contest must be crafted entirely 
by the entrant and must have been constructed 
within the past two years. If a model has been 
awarded a 1st or 2nd place award in any past BMRC 
contest, it cannot enter any subsequent contest. A 
model that has not won an award can be entered in 
no more than one subsequent contest.  

Contests for the remainder of the year are: 
Oct        No contest – Caboose Hobbies night 
Nov       Passenger rolling stock 
Dec       Model of the Year.  All 1st place and Best of 
Event winners for the year. 

—Jerry Gilland , Contest Coordinator�
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MONITORING TRAINS AT A DISTANCE 
     My very long branch line (about 100' long, as it 
travels much more than twice the full length of the 
basement) had to have a significant section of it 
(over 8') removed when the brand new furnace 
was installed this spring.  When I returned that 
section after the installation, I needed to monitor 
the progress of trains through the renewed joints 
for maximum dependability.  I needed to watch 
trains up close some 25' away from the speed and 
direction controls for that track.   
     To solve that problem, I built a hand-held 
electrical box (just containing a remote reversing 
DPDT switch and a push button) that had remote 
control of the direction and the application of 
track power.  The layout-mounted reversing 
switch was placed in "center off" and the new 
box—conveniently at the site needing 
supervision - could control the direction of the 
power and a push button allowed me to go very 
slowly over the reinstalled joints.  This "tool" will 
be on display October 20 during the layout tour. 
.                                                 —Bob Rothe 
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  The N-SIG met last 
Tuesday and we had a 

great time testing DCC engines—or so we 
thought.  Turns out that we have some more 
work to do before the show in December. 
Engines we had originally thought were DCC-
ready weren't, and one in particular is just 
wonked. So we had one of those days were we 
did a little more scenery work and discussed 
some future changes or modifications.  We meet 
just about every Tuesday and if you would like an 
invite or reminder as to when we are getting 
together let me know and I will put you on the list.  
See you all at the meeting.                       

—Warren Hester    
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