
 

If you are among those whose interest in model trains began with a train set under the Christmas tree 
(as shown in this early photo gleaned from the internet), then you will be sure to enjoy Doug Wright’s  
original work of Holiday fiction on page 8.  This month is our annual banquet where we invite spouses, 
children and guests.  The contest is for the “Model of the Year,” and the program will be an evening of 
songs provided by “Colorado Country,” so join us Thursday, December 20th  at the Louisville (Tri-
City) Elks Lodge, 525 Main Street  in Louisville  at 6:00 PM for socializing and 6:30 PM for dinner 
(reservations required by Dec. 15th) and entertainment.  Come and share in the Holiday cheer!  � �
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     December is upon us, and in addition to the numerous special holidays observed during this twelfth 
month, it is a time to ready ourselves for the arrival of a New Year.  For us in the Boulder Model Railroad 

Club, this means paying our dues for 2013 and asking ourselves how we can best 
support our re-elected officers as they strive to make the BMRC an organization 
that is relevant to model railroading in the Twenty-First Century. 
     Certainly one factor that will play a leading role next year is our website.  More 
and more model train fans who join our club find us initially through our website 
and our webmaster, Joe Baldwin , has gone to great lengths to make our site 
user friendly.  In addition to making it a repository for past clinic presentations, 
layout tours and an archive of club newsletters, one of his latest additions is the 
ability to pay our dues electronically through Pay-Pal ®, which will be helpful not 
only to our members but also to our treasurer. 
     In an article entitled “The case for joining a club” (Model Railroader, April 
2001),  Scott Dunlap lists several excellent reasons to belong: (1) a chance to 
help build and operate a layout that is larger than a typical modeler could build 

alone; (2) an opportunity to increase one’s skills and knowledge of prototype railroads and subsequent 
modeling; (3)  a way to increase one’s circle of friends who have like-minded interests, often leading to 
bonds that are long-lasting; (4) a method of promoting the hobby to the general public through train shows, 
open houses, etc.; (5) a source of help and inspiration, even if your main interest is just building your own 
layout; and (6) a pathway for service to others, through becoming a club officer, working on committees and 
mentoring in youth organizations outside of the club.  I’m sure you can add some benefits of your own. 
     Woody Allen once said, “Eighty percent of success is just showing up,” but sitting back and letting the 
other twenty percent run the show often leads to results that we aren’t happy with.  Our website may be 
attracting new members, but getting them involved is what will keep them renewing each year.  Volunteering  
is a wonderful opportunity to become involved in a meaningful way, make some new close friends and enjoy 

the warm feeling that comes from service to others. 
     I will close with an essay (left), attributed to the most 
prolific writer in world history (Anonymous), which I have 
quoted before.  Perhaps you have seen it, but I think it’s 
worth a second look.  Then I’m going to go to the BMRC 
website and have fun paying my 2013 dues on line!  ���
��������������������                                        
                                                    —Jack Rummel , Editor 
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Official publication of the Boulder Model Railroad Club, P.O. Box 1851, 
Boulder, CO 80306.  The BMRC meets on the third Thursday of each 
month at 7:15 pm at the Tri-City (Louisville) Elks Club, 525 Main St., 
Louisville, CO..  We are on the Internet at: 

 <http://www.bouldermodelrailroadclub.org>.  
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
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President -  Joe Baldwin — 

Vice-President  - Bruce Dickerhofe — 
Secretary - Jeff MacDonald—  

Treasurer - Fred Maine — 
Past President  - Bill Bradley — 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
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The TELLTALES  welcomes articles, art, cartoons, puzzles, classifieds, 
workshop hints and other model railroading related materials.    Mail or 
e-mail all contributions and/or changes of address to: 

Jack Rummel, TELLTALES  Editor 
3827 Doral Drive, Longmont, CO 80503 

�   jtrummel@comcast.net 
 

     This is a story about four people named 
Everybody , Somebody , Anybody  and 
Nobody . There was an important job to do and 
Everybody  was asked to do it. Everybody  was 
sure Somebody  would do it. Anybody  could 
have done it, but Nobody  did it. Somebody  got 
angry because it was Everybody’s  job. 
Everybody  thought Anybody  would do it, but 
Nobody  realized that Everybody  wouldn’t do 
it. It ended up that Everybody  blamed 
Somebody  when Nobody  did what Anybody  
could have done. 
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                     On the Mainline  
                                                           LEGACY 
     Our highly detailed membership roster has a lot of really valuable information about you.  It 
has your spouse’s name, preferred scale and even the prototypes you like.  But nowhere in that 
huge and wonderful list do I find one key piece of information: when did you first  join the BMRC? 
According to a document I initially received from Ken Ziebarth , our club’s first president and a 
charter member, the club kept pretty good records about who was a member on a chart up 
through 1985.  I don’t know why we stopped keeping this remarkable document, but it looks as 
though we did.  As a ‘data’ guy, I’ll be working to resurrect and update.  This will be a great 

project that will help me through at least a couple of ‘chick flicks’ where I will erringly think my darling Jeanne is 
so proud of my attentiveness. 
     Anyway, back to the chart, I found we have five Charter Members still on our rolls, among them are Bruce 
Griffing , Ron Haverstock , Tom Madden , Bob Rothe  and Ken Ziebarth .  Members onboard before 1981 
include Jon Bond , Tom Johnson , Chris  Komloski , Carl Schneider  and Bob Uhr .  Imagine my surprise when 
I found that ‘new members’ Glenn Bachmann,  Fred Maine  and Derek Walker  were all members in 1984, duh 
(no, triple duh!). Other guys who first show up on the rolls before 1986 include Clif Korlaske , Harold Reitsema , 
Jack Rummel and Jerry Wilson.   
     By my count, that’s 17 senior members and we have at least half that many or more that fit into the category of 
having been members of the club for 15 years or more and are in their 70’s or older.  You may recall that at our 
November meeting we had two guys, Ray Hoppes and Darrel Decker, both previous members returning to visit. 
     Earlier in the year, I put the issue to the board by suggesting "life memberships" and it got tabled for future 
discussion.  A few days ago, I had a wonderful email exchange with a fellow BMRC member who's in his 19th 
year with the club and may have to leave due to deteriorating health.  Last year, a few other members of similar 
longevity with the club actually did leave.  From a quick look at it, around 40% of our members are over 70 years 
old, or have more than 20 years with the club. 
  It is my opinion that we need a way for a long-standing member to remain on the rolls, with access to our fine 
newsletter, our expanding website and be able attend meetings or events whenever and however the 
circumstances allow without the person feeling unconnected.  How we do this, I’m not sure, but to me personally 
it is not about dues, but about legacy.  I welcome your dialog and thoughts on the subject. 

 
THE 35th ANNUAL BMRC TRAIN SHOW 

     By the time this is published we will have wrapped the 2012 Train Show with a tight bow.  If you worked the 
show, you undoubtedly noticed our volunteer red aprons all over the place.  We purchased these so we would 
have a consistent identity and allow people to know who we are.  We collected the aprons after the show so we 
can reuse them each year. While we considered vests, we agreed the bright aprons would be more attune to our 
hobby as model railroaders. 

DECEMBER’S MEETING  
     As we hope you already know, our December 20th meeting will be our annual Christmas dinner.  It will be 
catered by Delvickio's Italian restaurant in Superior and our entertainment for the night will be Jack Rummel's 
bluegrass band, "Colorado Country" with dancing if desired. The cost of this year's event is $17.50 per person 
which includes gratuity.  It is also time to pay next year's Dues. 

 
DUES, RESERVATIONS AND PAYPAL® 

     In coordination with our club treasurer Fred Maine  and the webmaster, we are proud to offer a new service to 
the club.  You can now pay your dues and your dinner reservations on our club website via PayPal . You will 
need to have an ID to our website at <Http://www.bmrc.info> and a PayPal ID. Both items are easy to set 
up.   Log on, go to User Menu and click on Pay my dues and make your selections.   Fred would like for 
everyone who can pay by PayPal to do so. It makes his difficult job much easier and will cut down on the waiting 
in line at the meeting.  If you cannot pay by PayPal, we ask that you consider mailing a check to our PO Box 
1851, Boulder 80306 or if necessary, bring a check to the meeting.  Please, we would appreciate you not using 
cash  if possible. It just makes it easier on our volunteer financial team.  Please let us know via EMAIL or Phone 
by December 10th, if you are coming.  You can do this by paying through PayPal or sending us an email with 
your payment plan. 
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Meeting Agenda  
5:30 - setup modeling contest by 6:00 PM 
6:00 - arrive, pay Dues & Dinner (by check if you have not already paid by PayPal)  
6:00 - Get your drink(s), ELKS cash bar is open to us.  Bottled water will be provided.   
6:00 - Voting is open on the modeling contest. 
6:30 - Dinner is served 
7:30 - Vote on contest selections is closed 
7:30 - Short quick business meeting 
7:45 - Bluegrass and Dancing!  
8:15 - Announce Contest Winners 
8:30 - Bluegrass and Dancing 
9:00 - Adjourn 
Clean up 
                          Menu 

·     Garden Salad with 2 Dressings 
·     Garlic Bread-sticks 
·     Chicken Marsala - - (Gluten Free) 
·     Meat Lasagna 
·     Tortellini Alfredo with Mushrooms and Sundried Tomatoes 
·     Italian Lemon Cake, Chocolate Fudge Cake and/or Carrot Cake 

 Catered by Delvickios Superior 
Each person will be able to pick from the menu above.  Pre-selection not required. 

 
HELP WANTED 

     If you are concerned because we are always running help wanted lists, don’t be!  I’m not, as I 
realize the BMRC has become very complex.  It involves a large team of people who all work 
together to make our club what it is.  My quick count is 19 different jobs and all but the three listed 
here are currently filled with volunteers! 
     To make the treasurer's job easier, we have set up PayPal® as an alternative method of collecting 
dues and other charges.  While some were skeptical, many of you have expressed support for 
PayPal.  Little stuff, like asking you to not pay cash for dues and dinner may seem a bit overbearing, but not if 
you have to do the accounting.  Fred thinks it is a 'great idea'.  We've also lightened the VP's load by shifting the 
job of selecting our monthly site for our pre-meeting dinner over to the newly created position of Catering 
Coordinator.  During the next year, I'll be asking the Executive Board to help find ways we can simplify and make 
our jobs easier so we can remain focused on our hobby of building and running model trains. 
     As for the open jobs, being new to the club is a plus !  Your new ideas and influence will prove to be 
invaluable to yourself as well as to our common cause, the Boulder Model Railroad Club. 
Vice President - I am happy to announce the we will have an election for Vice President at our upcoming 
holiday dinner meeting, as we have two members - Erik Lindgren  and Jim Webster  - who have thrown their 
qualified hats into the ring.  Furthermore, Greg Pinkham  has committed to being an assistant to the VP in 
preparation for seeking elected office in the future. 
Membership Chairman  - receives new member applications and dues, collects and tracks dues from the 
membership, gives funds to Treasurer for deposit, approves website enrollment, maintains club roster.  Peak 
workload is the Train Show through February meeting.  Takes direction from club Treasurer, and President 
(Basic computer skills and internet access are necessary.)  
Catering Coordinator - This person would assume responsibility for scheduling the Club’s monthly ‘dinner’ and 
making arrangements for an annual ‘picnic.’  He or she would also coordinate the Christmas Party Meal service,   
including caterer selection, menu choices, pricing, arranging for setup, cleanup and communications about the  
event.  Desired skills: none, although organizational and business skills are helpful. Notice -  Beginning January, 
if we do not get a volunteer for this position, we will no longer coordinate pre-meeting dinners. �               

                                                                                                                                  ��� ��������	
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DECEMBER MEETING 
     Whoo – Hoo!!!  Attend the Annual BMRC Christmas 
Dinner Meeting at the Elks on December 20.  It will be 

a great evening. Music, including train songs 
and dancing opportunities provided by  
“Colorado Country”, will be a highlight not to be 
missed.   Delvickios, a local Italian restaurant 
chain that serves tasty food, will cater our 
event.  A reminder to all contest winners of the 
year: bring your winning entries for the final 
voting (you folks can set up at 5:30).  More 
details are elsewhere in this issue of 

TELLTALES.   Make your reservation by Dec 15th. – 
Gotta know who is coming     
     Timing is everything.  We will open the doors at 6:00 
PM. We ask that you are ready to enjoy the dinner at 
6:30 PM, so please allow enough time to check in and 
get settled.  .  Food, Trains, Music, Dancing, Friends, 
Fun!  Question:  How could you miss it?  Answer: I 
could not miss it and I won’t, so I will make my 
reservation by December 15th via our convenient, 
secure PayPal® setup on the BMRC website or by 
contacting Bruce Dickerhofe . 

JANUARY MEETING  
     Our meeting in January will feature John Parker.  
John is an extremely talented model railroader in all 
aspects of the hobby.  I asked him to speak to us about 
operations and operating sessions, a topic he is excited 
about.  I have been wondering lately if my pike is too 
small to make an operating session a fun event and I 
am figuring that John will give me some great pointers 
on how to prove that I am wrong.  Be there on January 
17th and take away some tips for your own planning 
and operations on your pike or that of your buddies’. 

REFLECTIONS... 
     I share a few reflections on the hobby shops in our 
area.  This year saw the passing of Mizell Trains and 
Hobbies.  They did a great job for many years and I 
thank them for being there for us.  I also thank Tim 
Burton  of Tim’s Toy Trains for joining us and being a 
part of BMRC.  May 2013 be a great year for you. 
     And naturally – I thank Caboose Hobbies, a Denver 
landmark for over half a century, for their efforts in 
making our train passion much more enjoyable and 
attainable.  The management and staff at Caboose are 
absolutely the tops at information, products and 
service. I reckon that many of us feel like Norm from 
“Cheers” when you walk in and “everybody knows your 
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 name,” or so it seems.  That recognition is not 
from a “dollars spent” reference point; it is from 
sincere and excellent customer service that 
permeates the entire organization.  It is the place 
to be for model railroading in the US and we are 
fortunate that they are nearby. We are also 
fortunate that they support our club throughout the 
year. The next time you are in, be sure to look for 
our club logo plaque prominently displayed on the 
wall right behind the checkout counter. No doubt, 
we will gain some new members through that 
product placement. 

THE FUTURE 
     I would like to conclude by saying I really 
enjoyed the opportunity to be your vice president 
this past year.   I learned a great deal more about 
model railroading through the duties of the job, 
strengthened relationships with more members 
than I had in the past and spent time with folks 
that made me realize that this is a great hobby 
enjoyed by great people.   
     I thank Joe Baldwin , Fred Maine , Jeff 
MacDonald  and Bill Bradley  for serving in their 
positions so ably and making my tasks pretty 
simple.  Also, a big thanks to Jack Rummel  for 
compiling the TELLTALES each month and making 
our club’s activities professional and entertaining.  
Finally, I thank each of you for encouraging me.  It 
has been a good train ride.   � �
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Photo of the HO-SIG layout at the 2012 Train 
Show by Roy Johnson . 
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This year finishes with a diverse selection of new DVDs. 
 
712 "Ron Keiser's Large Scale Train." Budding filmmaker, Mike Gleydura , has produced two short 
DVDs featuring Ron Keiser's large scale layout.  Take a trip around Ron's layout and see why, because 

of today's camera technology, you might consider also detailing the inside of your 
tunnels.  Widescreen, realistic sounds, no narration, about 20 minutes of clips on two 
DVDs. 
 
713 "The Franklin & South Manchester HO Scale Railroad Mini Tour."  
Jerry Bengtson provided this DVD of George Sellios's famous, super 
detailed layout. Included is a local TV news broadcast from 1987 that 
shows the layout in its early days. This is followed by a much better 
presentation in 2002, edited and narrated by Dave Frary. George's 
company, Fine Scale Miniatures, has produced over 56 HO kits that 
feature the old-time charm of rundown appearance. Fine Scale Model 
Railroader Expo 2011, 22 minutes. 
 
714 "The Polar Express." I should have added this to the collection eight 

years ago, but at least it's just in time for this Christmas. As most know by now, this is a 
computer animated film based on a children's book about a boy's struggle with his belief in 
the spirit of Christmas.  Tom Hanks plays six roles. Warner Bros, widescreen, 200 minutes.            

                             —Loren Blaney , Visual Librarian 
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  Well, the Show is over, 
and with the help of 

Chad Horner  and Bruce Kasson  we were ready 
for the inaugural running of our modules in DCC.  
The group, Bill Bradley , Fred Maine , John 
Clark , Tom Farenbruch , Mike Collins , Jon 
Bond  and I have spent a countless number of 
hours working on and modifying our modules and 
equipment so that we would be ready for this 
occasion. 
     Hopefully, the BMRC had a record turnout for 
the show and also drew the attention of the public 
to the greatest hobby ever where a group of 
people with a love of trains and modeling shares 
their knowledge and skills with prospective 
modelers and or new members.   
     Now that the show has ended, the NSIG is 
going to take a break during the winter months, 
but will be planning and dreaming up new ideas 
to make improvements on the system we have 
now and possibly add some more new modules 
for the future.  Only time and hard work will tell.  
Until then, I wish all of the members of our club a 
Merry Christmas and happy and prosperous New 
Year.                              —Warren Hester    
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  The TCA Train Show was held in Denver over 
the Thanksgiving weekend and the club’s N-scale 
layout was part of the display.  Helping out were 
Jerry Bengtson, Jon Bond, Bill Bradley  and 
Cheyenne Griffin . 
   The top photo is a close-up of Cheyenne’s  
diesels pulling a freight.  The bottom photo shows 
Jerry  behind a group of interested kids. 

PHOTOS FROM 
ROY JOHNSON 



��������	
����	�
  
   "Terrific and a financial success" describes the hard 
work and dedication of countless great  people who 
produced the 2012 BMRC Train Show!  The foul 
weather promised all week never showed up, and no 
Bronco game on Sunday assured record attendance 
on both days.  After 12 years, Roy Johnson's time as 
show chairman has come to a close.  The club will 
expand our collaborative approach with a skilled Train 
Show Committee and a higher involvement with the 
Executive committee. Our discussions with the 
Flatirons Mineral Club hold the promise of a great 
show for 2013 which will be held on December 14-15.  
Thanks to all the volunteers who made the show 
possible  - and enjoyable!!                —Joe Baldwin   
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  Scenes from the 
November meeting.  

All photos by Keith Bobo . 

Jim Eaman  
demonstrates 
how to build 
scenery quickly  
and cheaply 
using red rosin 
paper.  

Bruce Kasson  
uses “old” red 

rosin paper.  
(Note the 
wrinkles!)  

Would 
you 

buy a 
used 

car kit 
from 
this 

man? 

PHOTO: ROY JOHNSON 

  

   Two photos, shown at 
the November meeting, of 
a structure built by Bob 
Clark of Tulsa, OK and 
dedicated to Steve Mudd , 
his long-time friend.  It now 
stands on Bob’s layout. 



 
      
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     Tommy almost never varied his route after school. There were shorter ways to get home, but none that took 
him by Williams Hardware on Main Street. He had turned nine in March, and this was the first year his mother 
allowed him to walk home by himself. The unusually warm fall of 1951 helped, and continued during the days 
following Thanksgiving, as the quiet little Midwestern town prepared to celebrate the Christmas season. City 
workers hung decorations on Main Street, stores prepared for the upcoming shopping frenzy and in front of 
Tommy’s favorite place in the whole world, Santa had set up shop with his bell and traditional red kettle.   
     Christmas had always been a joyous time of year for Tommy and his mother, and he looked forward to it even 
though he knew the toys that other boys at his school would receive wouldn’t be coming his way. Tommy had 
just turned two when he lost his father, a man he never knew, at a place called Anzio. Since that day in 1944, his 
mother struggled to make ends meet. Lately, after seeing Tommy off to school with his lunchbox and a few cents 
for milk money, she would walk the six blocks to Walgreen’s, where she worked as a waitress behind the lunch 
counter. She just recently started leaving Tommy on his own on 
Saturdays, when she would take the cross-town bus to her new cleaning 
job in a big house on the hill overlooking the town. Her plan was to have 
“Santa” deliver a baseball mitt that she knew Tommy would love. 
     Williams Hardware was a special place for Tommy, not because of any 
hardware, but for the display of toys that every boy his age hoped to 
someday own. Erector sets, tinplate vehicles of every description and, of 
course, the toy trains. Mr. Williams carried both Marx and Lionel electric 
trains, and every day after school, Tommy was one of several boys who 
would stop by to look and dream. His fascination began when he saw his 
first Lionel train set chugging around a figure eight loop of track in one the 
store’s display windows. A magical sight, the steam locomotive, complete 
with tender, pulled a gondola with barrels, a double domed “Sunoco” oil 
car and a Southern Pacific caboose. A small mountain with a tunnel and a 
few buildings completed the scene. 
     Tommy’s school day routine nearly always included a visit to The 
Sugarbowl, a sweet shop separated from the hardware store by a small 
parking lot. When she could spare it, his mom gave him two or three 
cents more than he needed for milk so he could buy some penny candy 
on his way home. This was “guilt” money, of course, for all the time Tommy had to spend alone, but Tommy 
enjoyed having this extra spending money. It made him feel a little special. His last stop before home was always 
at the memorial in front of City Hall, where he went to see his father’s name engraved on the plaque of WWII 
heroes. Too young to really understand the sacrifices he and the other men on the plaque had made, Tommy 
often wondered how different his life would be if his father had come home. 
     Early in the school year, Tommy finally got up enough nerve to actually go into the hardware store. Rattled by 
the little bell over the door that announced his presence, he almost turned to leave. His initial anxiety was 
calmed, however, when Mr. Williams greeted him with a big smile. “Welcome young man. How can I help you?” 
      From that day, Tommy’s visits became more frequent and a special friendship developed.  Whenever Mr. 
Williams wasn’t helping a customer, he and Tommy would talk about trains. One day, just after Thanksgiving, he 
brought out a new arrival for Christmas and said, “Feast your eyes on this, Tommy.” What he saw was a 
beautiful set of Santa Fe F3 Diesel engines and three gorgeous bright silver passenger cars. Mr. Williams let 
Tommy hold the red and silver locomotive, and it was heavy! It was also love at first sight. Mr. Williams said, “A 
couple of years ago, I rode on a train just like this from Chicago to visit my grandkids in Denver.” 
     In awe, Tommy said, “I sure hope I can do that some day!”  With the help of Mr. Williams, Tommy learned the 
names and functions of each passenger car, committing each to memory.  
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     It was during that same time that Santa began ringing his bell on the sidewalk outside the 
store.  Always curious, Tommy struck up a conversation with Santa and a new friendship 
evolved.  Of course, Tommy knew this wasn’t really Santa, but because he looked just like 
Santa, and Tommy was very respectful, he called him Santa whenever they talked.  Santa would 

explain the good work that was done by the Salvation Army and how the donated money would provide food, 
toys and clothing to millions of people during the Christmas season and throughout the year.  Tommy knew that 
he was very lucky to have a loving mother, a warm place to live and good food to eat, and even at his young 
age, Tommy knew that he could go without his candy for a few weeks.  “I want to help” he said, and started 
putting the extra pennies he had in his pocket into the bucket, where he knew they would help those less 
fortunate than him.  Santa was touched by this gesture, and thanked him every time. Tommy felt like a very big 
boy indeed. 
     A week before Christmas, Mr. Williams had given Tommy a small brochure with pictures of all the Lionel Train 

sets and their prices.  Tommy once asked his mother how she 
earned her money.  “I serve a lot of coffee and smile a lot.  The 
better the coffee and the more I smile, the more money I make.”  
Tommy didn’t quite understand all that, but knew that the nearly 
$40 was an awful lot of money, and the Lionel diesel passenger 
set was way more that she could afford. A boy could dream 
though.  Pocketing the full color brochure, Tommy started out the 
door and saw a strange sight.  Santa was clutching his chest and 
falling to the ground.  The bell he was holding hit the sidewalk and 
went flying towards the gutter.  Quickly, Tommy ran back into the 
store yelling, “Mr. Williams, Mr. Williams, call for help… Santa just 
fell down!” 
     Mr. Williams and Tommy, with tears streaming down his face, 
tried to comfort Santa while they waited for the ambulance.  A few 
minutes later, Tommy stared after the ambulance as it raced away 

into the chilly afternoon – siren and lights leading the way.   
     Several days after the incident, Mr. Williams told Tommy that the kindly old man who dressed up every day as 
Santa was in fact an elderly retiree living at the local old folk’s home.  His daughter, who dropped him off at his 
station in front of the hardware store every day, stopped in to offer thanks for Mr. Williams’ quick actions. 
“Thanks to you, Dad is recovering nicely from the heart attack.”   
     “If anyone saved your father’s life, it was Tommy,” Mr. Williams told her.   
     “Really”, she said, “I didn’t know.” 
     Tommy was so happy to hear this, for sadness he couldn’t explain had weighed on him, not knowing what 
had happened to Santa – his friend. That night, he told his mother all about it, and began crying in her arms.   
     “That’s wonderful news, Tommy. Santa is very lucky to have you as a friend.” 
     A co-worker of Tommy’s mother, who helped out at a Christmas tree lot, brought over one of the leftover trees on 
Christmas Eve. The three of them had a wonderful meal and then decorated the tree.  Tommy went to sleep that 
night exhausted but very happy. The next morning, an excited Tommy silently crept down the stairs, so as not to 
wake his mother. He hoped that there would be something for him on this Christmas morning, but what he saw was 
so wonderful he couldn’t help himself.  “Mom, Mom… come quick!” he shouted.  
Mom was already there, coming down the stairs and taking it all in.  There under 
the tree was the most beautiful sight Tommy had ever seen – bright, shiny Santa 
Fe diesels pulling three beautiful cars that Tommy knew by heart - the Chatham 
Pullman car, the Maplewood Pullman car and the Hillside Observation car. 
     “Oh, Mom, look!  I can’t believe it!  How could this be?” 
     “There’s a card, Tommy, see what it says.” 
     Tommy opened the envelope, took out the card and read, “Merry Christmas, 
Tommy.  Thank you for being there when Santa needed you the most.”  It was 
signed, “Santa’s family.”  It was a day that Tommy would never forget, and even 
though he spent most of it playing with his wonderful new train set, he did make 
time to catch some balls with his brand new baseball mitt. 
     The next day, Tommy and his mother visited the old folk’s home. As Tommy 
entered the room, his friend’s eyes lit up and with a big smile behind his white 
beard said, “Well, if it isn’t Santa’s helper!”   �  
 
© 2012 by Doug Wright. 
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NOVEMBER CONTEST 

     We had a fairly good turnout for the November contest with five Kit Built entries and two Scratch/
Bash entries. It seems that now that we have lights so that the models can be seen, participation in the 

contest has increased. 
     The Red ribbon in the Scratch/Bash class went to Bob Rothe for his 
“Vacation Special” private car. Photo 1 shows how you can use your 
imagination to create interesting rolling stock for your layout. The first place blue 
ribbon went to Jerry Gilland for his detailed Parlor car. Photo 2 shows the RTV 
mold that made construction of the 26 seats easy. This mold is available to 
anyone needing numerous passenger seats. 
     The red ribbon in the Kit Built class was awarded to John Nahodyl   for his 
four Pennsy Pullman string.  Photo 3 shows one of these nicely detailed 
Branchline kits. The blue ribbon for this class was awarded to Roy Johnson for 
his narrow gauge ski train. Photo 4 shows Grandt Line diesel locos and 
Modellbahn passenger cars. The best of Event award went to Jeff 
MacDonald’s O gauge MoPac Dome car. Photo 5 illustrates the excellent 

detailing Jeff achieved, and which we smaller scale modelers often envy. 
     Another year is almost gone, and we are all looking forward to the major modeling event of the year; 
the Model of the Year Contest  which will be held at our annual dinner meeting on Dec. 20. All Blue 
and Gold ribbon winners from this year’s contests a re eligible for entry . To refresh your memories, 
I have listed these winners, with a brief description of their models below. 
Jan        Roy Johnson                  D&RG gondola 
             Tom Fahrenbruch           Ore car line 
             Bob Rothe                      Flat car 
Feb       Roy Johnson                  Coal train string 
             Chuck Allen                    Rundown miner’s shack 
             John Nahodyl                 Union Station 
Apr        John Nahodyl                 Residential flats 
             Doug Wright                   Adams Avenue #4 
             Dennis Balchunas          Sam’s Roadhouse 
June      John Nahodyl                 Signal maintainer’s garden 
             John Nahodyl                 Northern power station 
             Mike Mead                      Wooden tray & bowl set 
July       Roy Johnson                  UGS elevator 
             Bob Rothe                      Varney Manufacturing 
             Bob Johnson                  Purina warehouse 
Aug       John Nahodyl                 Railroad crane    
             Roy Johnson                  Caboose string 
             Bill Butler                        On30 combo 
Sept       Roy Johnson                  D&RGW water tank 
             Bob Rothe                      Railroad crane 
Nov       Roy Johnson                  Narrow gauge ski train 
             Jeff MacDonald              MoPac dome car 
             Jerry Gilland                   D&RGW parlor car 
 
     Please let me know, in advance, if you will not be attending the dinner, or if for any reason you 
cannot bring your model, as I plan to have table locations pre-assigned. Contest entrants should arrive 
early (by 5:45) to set up their models.  You should find you place from the placards that will be on the 
contest tables. 
     As a “heads up,” January’s  topic will be “Freight Rolling Stock .”  The schedule for the rest of 2013 
will be published next month. 

—Jerry Gilland , Contest Coordinator�
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DECEMBER 1992 
     Mike Trent, Sr. provided the photo of Union 
Pacific 9000 steaming through Dent, Colorado on 
a snowy day in March, 1956.  
     The December program followed the usual 
protocol - Neal Miller presented all in attendance a 
photo of a double headed UP freight near 
Colores, Wyoming.  Neal then treated the club to 
a W.C. Fields film, “The Dentist”, and Jack 
Rummel and his band Colorado Country provided 
the fine railroad music.   
     The 1993 club officers were elected, starring: 
              Chris Cain as President 
              Jack Rummel as Vice-President 
              Rich Virgin as Secretary 
              Tom Brunner as Treasurer 
              Doug Geiger as NMRA Superintendent 
              Chuck Simmons as Video Librarian 
              Russ Boehm as Book Librarian 
     The November Club show was a big success 
with over 3,800 tickets sold and $2,840.00 in 
revenue, as well as good press in the Boulder 
Sunday Camera. 
     The December Contest featured General 
Structures.  The winners were: 
Tier I:     First place -Ed Carey - Acme Industry 
Second place -  Rich Virgin - Old Fire House 
Third place - Skip Cox - House 
Tier II ;   First place-Jack Rummel - Engine House 
Second place -  Joe Crea - Pig Lunch 
Third place - Everett Rowe - Box Factory 
     Ed Carey won the Caboose Hobbies gift 
certificate.  The December ending balance was 
$2,695.20.  �   �
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      T he  m on t h  o f 
November was a busy 
month for the HO 

Special Interest Group, which met a number of 
special times at Frank Smucker's  home.  The 
group was very busy building structures for the 
layout modules and trying to get them built in time 
to be placed on the layout before the great BMRC 
Train Show.   
   This month the HO SIG will be meeting again on 
the second Thursday of the month, that is 
December 13th, at Bruce Dickerhofe's  home at 
7:00 PM.  At the meeting, we’ll talk about any work 
needed on the modules, as well as make plans for 
the new 2013 year, such as to which train shows to 
take the layout to, what needs to be up-graded and 
such.  At Bruce's  place, there are always things to 
do helping him with his layout, too, which is a fun 
activity.   
   So join the HO SIG at Bruce Dickerhofe's ,  on 
Thursday, December 13 at 7:00 PM.  If you have 
any questions, please feel free to call him . 

—Frank Smucker  

 ��������	
�  

Photos 
By 
Frank 
Smucker 
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NOVEMBER MEETING 
     The November BMRC meeting was opened by 
President Joe Baldwin  at 7:15 PM at the Louisville 
Elks Club. Fifty-seven members were present, 
twenty-two had enjoyed the pre-meeting dinner. 
Guests included Ray Hoppes an HOn3 modeler 
and Daryl Decker an HO modeler, both prior 
members. Jim Deaz was an out-of-town visitor.  
     Jon Bond  reminded us of the TCA show, 
which is the weekend after Thanksgiving, and the 
BMRC December train show. Frank Smucker 
stated there are four meetings of the HO-SIG 
group before the December show. John 
Nahodyl said the Louisville library train display is 
receiving good comments from the public. 
      Loren Blaney reported there is an updated 
list of videos on the web site. Mike Mead said the 
book library is growing. Secretary Jeff 
MacDonald asked for volunteers for the open 
vice president position for next year. There were 
no takers. [Note: We now have two 
candidates! —Ed.] A motion was made and 
seconded to accept the ballot for 2013 club 
officers as presented.  
     A vote by the membership for current 
president, secretary and treasurer to be re-

elected for 2013 was passed without dissent.  
     Roy Johnson had a final call for volunteers for 
the December 9-10 train show. It is the club`s main 
event and fund raiser for the year.  
     The December club meeting and Christmas 
party will be the 20th at 6:00 PM. Delvickios Italian 
restaurant will cater the food. Annual dues are due 
at that time.  
     Jerry Gilland reminded blue and gold ribbon 
winners to bring their models to the meeting for 
display and voting for the Model of the Year. 
     During Show and Tell, Chuck Yungkurth 
showed an N scale etched brass caboose model; 
Bob Rothe offered free strips of clear acrylic from 
the Colorado Plastics Co.; Jerry Bengtson  
showed a switching layout with a gator board base; 
and Steve Mudd had a model welding business 
building from a friend in Oklahoma, of course 
named Mudd Welding.  
     Joe Baldwin talked about and showed photos 
of his attendance at the the Wisconsin Trainfest. 
He met the Model Railroader magazine staff and 
had a tour of the offices and layouts. He also 
visited the Walthers business and the North 
American Prototype Models Club and layout. Joe  
then gave a visual tour of the BMRC web site and 
its updates.  
     The program of the night was given by Jim 
Eaman on "Red Rosin Paper." He referenced a 
2007 RMC article by Howard Zane using this 
material as a scenic base. The paper is sold at 
building supply stores in three foot rolls. A scenery 
profile is made with gussets and cardboard 
webbing. The paper is either stapled or glued to 
the webbing. Full strength yellow carpenters’ glue 
is then "painted" over the paper to create a hard 
surface for scenery application. It is described as 
available, inexpensive, easy, light weight, and 
easily modified.  
     Bruce Kasson`s variation is to crumple the 
paper first, lay it over the forms and apply two 
coats of 50% dilute white glue. Sifted dirt can be 
applied directly on the wet glue. Another product 
Bruce  recommended was Gypsolite, a wall 
surfacing product which can be applied over the 
rosin paper for added texture and strength. 
     The contest results were announced by Jerry 
Gilland . The meeting concluded at 9:15 PM.      
                                   —Jeff MacDonald , Secretary�
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2012 

Dec. 8, 15-16, 22—Santa Claus Special, Colorado 
Railroad Museum, Golden 
Dec. 8-9—BMRC Annual Train Show, Boulder 
County Fairgrounds, Longmont. 
Dec. 15-16—TECO Train Expo, 3660 N. Nevada 
Ave., Colorado Springs <www.tecoshow.org>. 
Dec. 20—BMRC Meeting with families, Tri-City Elks 
Lodge, 525 Main St., Louisville. Social time 6:00 PM, 
Dinner 6:30PM (catered at Elks, reservations 
required), meeting follows. 

2013 
Jan. 17—BMRC Meeting, Tri-City Elks Lodge, 525 
Main St., Louisville.  Dinner 5:30 PM (offsite), 
meeting 7:15PM. 
Jan.19—Swap Meet, at Green Mtn. Presbyterian 
Church, 12900 W. Alameda Pkwy. at Mississippi, 
Lakewood - 9AM to Noon. 
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Next TELLTALES  Deadline 
 

Submissions for the January TELLTALES  should be 
sent no later than January 3, 2013 .    

�  


