
 

Itôs a thankless job keeping the Colorado Model Railroad Museum in good repair.  Here, a HO-
size work crew replaces a broken sidewalk. Our clinician for April will be our own Joe Baldwin, 
speaking on ñExcel and DCC,ò and the contest topic is ñStructuresò (see page 6).  For May, our 
own Doug Geiger will speak about The Moffat Road and our contest topic is ñMarine,ò (see 
page 6 again)  so join us Thursday, April 21st, 7:00 PM and also Thursday, May 17th, 7:00 
PM, both at the Louisville (Tri-City) Elks Lodge, 525 Main Street in Louisville and be part 
of the fellowship and fun.  (Photo by Jack Rummel.)   x  
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MODEL RAILROADER DNA 
by Joe Baldwin 

     Model railroaders are a unique breed.  We all share to some degree a 
number of similar if not identical traits.  First, the devil is in the details.  Most all 
of us are rivet counters at some level.  Just donôt call me one (it is supposed to 
be an insult). We've always been this way. It is that OCD-like trait that says 
things have to be just so, so. Second, I'm an introvert and so are many of 
you.  I'd much rather spend the day in the train room by my lonesome than at a 
morning coffee with the guys.  Sure, we go, but to many of us it is more of a duty 
than a privilege.  
     Third, we are planners.  There is even an annual journal on it, ñModel 
Railroad Planning.ò Iôve got every issue; do you?   We make lists of things; we 
draw pictures of what we are building or intend to build. One of my lists tells me 

where all the wires go on my layout.  Another is a pretty reliable inventory of my train stuff.  I even have a 
separate list of things I canôt find!  Do you have a car list of all the cars in your train room?  Some of us do.  

     Then there is Operations, the practice of running your trains like a business the way prototypes do.  We 
emulate being the Santa Fe, uh, Burlington Northern Santa Fe to you youngsters. We even emulate the 
prototype paperwork!   There are bills of lading for imaginary loads of simulated coal that some actually pretend 
to weigh with a simulated digital scale.  Then there are fast clocks and local phones, hostlers and more 
paperwork.  We work to make our hobby like a real job.  This is just one of the ways we have fun! 

     So why then are we surprised when our beloved club has bylaws, operating handbooks, audits, accounting 
software, gaming managers and job descriptions all held together with the most sinister of glues,  Robertôs 
Rules of order? The answer is pretty simple, itôs the way we are. 

     As a 501(C)3 nonprofit organization we have statutory requirements on how we are to operate to remain tax 
exempt.  They recommend (coming close to insisting) we have operating bylaws.  It makes us a legal entity.  If 
we accrue money or property, this process allows us to do that.  In the 10 years Iôve been with the club, weôve 
shown a trend of acquiring assets, the latest being the NSIG trailer.  

     Our club is complicated.  Take a quick look at the staff positions listed every month in the Telltales.  Nearly 
every year, we add more things that have to be managed and cared for.  Our nature, as I pointed out earlier, 
means weôll nitpick things which means we have to do things right, or as correctly as practical.    
     Our Bylaws are the legal epoxy of the BMRC. By design they are not easily changed, else we could wake up 
the Boulder RC Boat Club.   Over the past few years, Iôve had to oversee a number of bylaw changes, most 
recently with one of my HOA boards.   Same animal, same problems.  The solution is to find out what the issues 
are by listening to those who disagree and find the common ground.  Itôs kind of like making sausage. 
     The events of the March meeting were unfortunate and were the result of not getting our ducks in a row 
before bringing the proposed change up for a vote.  Several members and myself noticed the flash point 
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At the Throttle:  

     It has taken a lot of thought to write this monthôs column to the membership.  There is a lot to say, so 
this is far from brief.  Following the March meeting, there is a fair amount of fallout to address.  As I was 
out of state at the time and not able to be in attendance, it has been a challenge to understand the 
issues and how to keep us on track.  I fear that we lose some of our way and focus in getting caught up 
in debating rules and parliamentary procedures.  Model railroading, as the magazine cover says, is fun.  
We are not a legislative body, and it bothers me that this has become such an issue.  I want to see us 

be able to move through things like a vote on an amendment in a proper and efficient manner, 
and keep our focus on railroading and model building.  After all, that is our purpose -- to 
provide a community of support and sharing of ideas in the hobby. 
     To me, the most unfortunate outcome has been the resignation of Past-President Bill 
Casper and Expo Manager Greg Pinkham.  I wish them both nothing but the best, and hope 
that one day they will rejoin our club.  They have both made very valued contributions to our 
club and Expo the last few years, and have left a vacuum that will be hard to fill. 
     With their departure, there are several positions open as related to running our annual 
Model Railroad Expo.  Most importantly is the Expo Manager that Mr. Pinkham has filled for 
the last two years.  I hope that we can fill this position soon, as it is essential to the success of 
our show.  We will also need coordinators for the following:  Advertising, Door Prizes, Display 

Cases, and Raffle Layout.  Having been the Floor Manager of the Expo for the last five years, I can say 
that it is fantastic event to be a part of, and hope to see some new people step up to join our team! 
     The Executive Board met on 31 March, and discussed at length the events of the March meeting.  
One positive outcome of our meeting was that some shortcomings in the by-laws and operating 
handbook and rules have come to light.  I appointed Joe Baldwin to head a select committee to review 
the by-laws and handbooks pertaining to membership categories, amendments, and voting procedures.  
The committee consists of long time members and Past Presidents:  Joe Baldwin, Bob Rothe, Bill 
Bradley, John Layman, Jack Rummel, and Jeff MacDonald.  The Select Committee presented the 

board with the recommended changes, published as an attachment to this issue of Telltales.  In short, 
there are three new categories of membership:  Senior Emeritus, Lifetime, and Inactive.  There are also 
minor changes pertaining to duties of the Executive Board in ensuring that the by-laws are followed, that 
all business meetings are conducted in accordance to Robert's Rules of Order, clarification of the 
Auditor position, and clarification of the amendment process.  The board discussed the best way to 
notify the membership of proposed bylaws changes and voting. It was suggested that there would be 
notification in the Telltales prior to the monthly meeting where it will be formally presented and 
discussed.  That will be followed by further discussion in the next monthly meeting. The executive board 
could then have a meeting concerning needed changes in wording and a final draft published in the 
Telltales. A general membership vote would follow in the next meeting without discussion for an up or 
down vote. 
     As such, this is the first publication of the proposed amendments, and we will discuss them at  the 
April meeting.  Any concerns of the membership will be directed to the Committee, and the proposals as 
revised will again be discussed at the May meeting.  This will close the discussions, and concerns will 
again be directed to the Committee for revision.  The final language will be presented to the Executive 
Board for approval, and will be published again in the June Telltales.  At the June meeting there will an 
up or down vote by secret ballot with no discussions. 
     Past-President Jerry Bengtson suggested invalidating the contentious March vote on the Life 

Membership category based on the procedure and bylaws of the club not being properly followed.  The 
Board was in unanimous agreement.   Had I been running the March meeting, I believe that I would 
have tabled the proposed by-laws change as too contentious and needing further consideration.  There 
was clearly general disagreement concerning the language and the original intent of the proposal, as 
well as confusion about the proper procedures in amending the by-laws and voting.  
     In closing, I would like to note that I am very proud to be part of a team that has come together and 
focused intently on finding solutions in the wake of such discord.  I would like to thank Joe Baldwin and 
the Select Committee for their work, Jerry Bengtson for stepping back into the role of Past-President, 
and Ray Hoppes, John Clark, and Jeff MacDonald for their service on the Executive Committee as 
well as their contributions in working to fix the problems that became apparent. 

     Highball BMRC!!!    X     ðDerek Walker, President 
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BMRC ELECTED AND VOLUNTEER POSITIONS 

    Position       Name   Began 

ELECTED POSITIONS 

President  Derek Walker    2018 
Vice-President  Ray Hoppes    2017 
Secretary  Jeff MacDonald    2018 
Treasurer  John Clark    2017 
Past-President  Jerry Bengtson    2018 

VOLUNTEER POSITIONS 

Telltales Editor  Jack Rummel    1997 
Telltales Copy Editor Doug Wright    2008 
Webmaster  Joe Baldwin    2010 
Membership Chair Spen Kellogg    2013 
HO-SIG Leader  Luke Sponable     2017 
N-SIG Leader  John Layman    2017 
E-SIG Leader  Buddy Tomlinson  2017 
Club Auditor               OPEN          ??? 
Contest Coordinator Doug Geiger    2017     
Video Librarian  Loren Blaney    2001 
Book Librarian  Mike Mead    2011 

 
 
Club Historian  OPEN     ??? 
Layout Tour Coord. John Marlin    2017 
Layout Manager Jon Bond    2009 
Photographer  Keith Bobo    2008 
Video Cameraman Mike Gleydura    2013 
Club Store Manager Jeff Morrison    2012 
Lgmt. Library Layout Ray Hoppes    2014 
 Loren Blaney (tech support)    2007 
WOW Museum Layout Loren Blaney    2015 
Expo Manager  OPEN     ???            
Expo Layout Coord. Jon Bond    2013 
Expo Games Manager OPEN     ??? 
Expo Advert. Coord. OPEN     ??? 
Expo Vendor Coord. Jeff Morrison    2013 
Expo Setup/T-down Coord.  Derek Walker  2013 
Expo Door Prize Coord. OPEN     ??? 
Expo Display Cases OPEN                 ??? 

language in the March Telltales and failed to step up and get us in alignment before the meeting.  Iôll 
let it be a lesson learned for me and I hope others as well.   
     Club president, Derek Walker has commissioned a committee to prepare another go at making 
the necessary changes sometime in the summer.  As chairman of this committee, Iôll be working with 
them and the Executive Board to ensure we have universal consensus before we bring it back for a 
vote.   Iôm confident there is strong support for the desired changes, so in simple terms it means 
getting the words and thoughts on paper and communicating with key club stakeholders and the 
membership in general before we have another vote.  Derek and I expect this to be a smooth 

process.   
     You can help by speaking up when we are ready to share the amendments,  X      

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2 

 

          APRIL AND MAY MEETINGS 
     At our April 19th meeting we will have a Swap Meet!  So bring those items you want to dispose of 

and let other club members get bargains! 
     Our April Clinic will be presented by former club president Joe Baldwin with a double feature:  Excel 
Tips and DCC Futures & Power Management.   We havenôt had a clinic on DCC for a while.  Joe is go-
ing to bring us up to date. 
     Heads up!  We have a tour of the UP steam shop and operations in Cheyenne scheduled for April 
28th.  It should be fun to see the 844 Big Boyôs restoration status.  The time is 4:30 PM so we can go 
out to dinner afterwards.  FYI Ed Dickens has a video on the UP Steam Program 2018 Update posted 
on YOUTUBE.  I havenôt seen it, but I was told it is very good. 
     For our May 17th meeting we will have another past president, Doug Geiger, present on The Moffat 
Road.  Doug says, ñConceived as a railroad that would link Denver with Salt Lake City, the Moffat Road 

was the first standard gauge railroad that penetrated the Colorado Rockies from Denver.  With grades 
of 4% and wintertime operations that consumed over half of its yearly revenues, the Denver, Northwest-
ern & Pacific Railway (later to become the Denver & Salt Lake Railroad), the railroad was affectionately 
known as the Moffat Road named for David Moffat, an early Colorado railroad tycoon.  We will explore 
some of Moffatôs background, along with the building (including the Moffat Tunnel) and operation of this 
fascinating railroad that continues to be partially used today by the Union Pacific and BNSF railroadsò.  

     ðRay Hoppes, Vice-President   



Library News 

 

          Visual Library Report  

    For this double issue of Telltales we have a double feature - two widescreen DVDs 
featuring a restored AT&SF 4-8-4 Northern hauling passengers on excursion runs.   
     Above 3751 to San Diego (822) opens on a bright Sunday morning June 1, 2008 in L.A. 
Pentrex captures the action from all angles, including shots inside the cab and from a 
helicopter above. An Amtrak unit behind 3751 was used for the turn-around at San Diego 
and to provide electrical power to the passenger cars; otherwise the 10-car special was 
pulled entirely by steam.  
     Climb aboard and travel along the Los Angeles River and past Amtrak's Redondo Yard. 
Then head east to Fullerton and San Juan Capistrano. View the action as the Baldwin 
takes on water at the Poinsettia Station and then performs a photo run-by for the 
passengers. Relive the glory days of steam!  
     Duration 1 hour 30 minutes, color with stereo sound and narration.  
Three months later, on September 21, Pentrex recorded a similar trip with their San Diegan 
Surfline Steam - 3751 Private Varnish Special (823). This time, 3751 was backed by three 
Amtrak units as they hauled 24 distinctive passenger cars. The occasion was the annual 
convention of the American Association of Private Railroad Car Owners.  
     Most of this 42 minute film consists of views out the rear of the observation car. There is 
only the briefest glimpse of its interior. However, on the return trip from San Diego to L.A., 
which occurred after dark, there are some dramatic shots of the exterior of the train.  
     An additional 25 minutes of bonus footage shows similar rear-view scenes along with 
teasers of other productions. Total duration 1 hour 7 minutes, color with stereo sound and 
narration.   
     As always, I welcome suggestions for what we might add to our collection. Please let me 
know at: <loren.blaney@gmail.com>.  
      ðLoren Blaney, Visual Librarian 
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     Vice President Ray Hoppes opened the 18 March 
meeting at 7PM. Guests were Dennis Jackson 
(HOn3) and Don Ross (N). Forty-five people were 
present. Vigorous discussion on the Life Membership 
proposal followed. The proposal was previously dis-
played in the Telltales. The proposal passed with a 
77% majority.  

     The Greeley RR museum tour is this Saturday with the group meeting at the Mad Cow restaurant at 
11:30 for lunch. Three N-scale layouts are scheduled for visiting in April. Bob Rothe donated a book on 
the history of his layout to our library. The HO-SIG is missing some rolling stock that is listed in the inven-
tory. John Layman said there will be an N-SIG meeting at the Niwot grange next week. Show & Tell had 
various items to be given away including an old movie projector, rolling stock and paper materials. Doug 
Geiger reported former member Norb Byczek of Westminster passed away on March 9th. He was 
and avid N-scaler and club president in 1998. 
      The program was given by former member Todd Hackett on New Findings on the Boulder County 
Narrow Gauge railroads existing from 1882-1919. He showed interesting visuals displaying the time line 
of development and pull backs due to flood or economic changes. There were new photographs he has 
discovered that were not in his previous program. A couple of many interesting facts were that in 1900 
the railroad had the largest narrow gauge locomotive the country and that in 1897 the gold market had 
improved enough that outside investors revived the railroad to become the Colorado & North Western.  
       The contest was run by Doug Geiger.         

      ðJeff MacDonald, secretary 

Secretary±s 
Report  
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          MARCH CONTEST 

     The contest topic for March was ñLocomotives.ò  There were seven 
entries.  In Tier I, there was a tie for  first place. One blue ribbon went to 
Keith Hahn with his ñD&RGW GP-60,ò an Overland Models brass die-
sel renumbered to #3155 and weathered with Bragdon powders (Fig.1).  
The other blue one went to Jeff MacDonald for his ñCNW GP-9,ò a Red 
Caboose model with new trucks, drive and railings added LokSound 
DCC and weathered (Fig.2).    Second place was won by Steve OôHara 
for his ñMichigan Shay,ò a PFM brass model from 1970s, painted, with 
added figures and lettering (Fig.3).  Bill Butler took third place with 
his ñ2-6-2 Prairie,ò which started from a Bachmann On30 loco (Fig.4).   
     In Tier II, the blue ribbon went to the lone entry: Doug Geiger for his 
ñPacific Steel Locos,ò custom painted Kato Alcos with added Tsunami 
sound and weathered with AK washes (Fig.5).  
     The April contest topic is ñStructures.ò  The usual rules apply, i.e., no 
dioramas (no scenery, no trees, no vehicles).   Figures are allowed. 

     The May contest topic is Marine.ò  Any item that has a nautical flavor 
is possible. Some ideas include:  a boat, a lighthouse, a barge, a car-
float.  No dioramas allowed.  And a bridge over a watercourse is not 
considered nautical, sorry.  X  
 
      Here is the line-up for the 2018 contests:    

        
   ðDoug Geiger, Contest Coordinator                    
     

 

Aprï Structures 
Mayï Marine 
Junï Anything red 
Julï Dioramas 
Augï Freight cars 

Sepï Complete train (minimum 1 loco & 3 cars) 
Octï Cabooses 
Novï Passenger cars 
Decï Model of the Year 
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     Next meeting will be 
Wednesday April 18.  Same 
location as last meeting, at 

7:00 PM.  We will continue discussing the HO-SIG 
equipment.  X   ðLuke Sponable, HO-SIG Leader  

 HO-SIGnals  t  
April Layout Tours 

 
        On April 21st, our layout tour will 
include three of the areas finest N-scale 
model railroads: Paul Brennecke's The 
Grand Road, recently featured on the 
cover of the NMRA Magazine, Pat 
Lana's Cedar River and Iowa 

Central Railway (the CRANDIC Route), 
and Gary Ratay's European-themed 
layout. The layouts are open from 1:00-
5:00 PM. Attached this April/May 
Telltales is a separate PDF file 
containing complete information on the 
layouts, including addresses, links to 
maps and some fabulous photos.  This is 
an event you wonôt want to miss!    X  
      
     ðJohn Marlin, Layout Tour 
Coordinator 

NORBERT W. BYCZEK  1/3/1942ð3/2/2018  (Age 76) 
     Born in Chicago, Norb is survived by his wife of 35 years, 

Carol, two daughters and a granddaughter.  After graduation 
from high school, he joined the Air Force and went on to be-
come an electronics technician, working for Hewlitt-Packard, 
Ionics, Sievers and GE following discharge.  Upon retire-
ment, he joined several model railroad societies and clubs.  
Norb leaves behind many friends in the N-scale group of 

model railroaders.  Cremation has taken place.  No services 
are planned per his wishes. 
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Trout Creek and Western at the Cheyenne Depot Days  

     We will be displaying the Trout Creek and Western at the Sherman Hill Annual Train Show on May 
19 & 20.  This is part of the Cheyenne Depot Days.   We will be loading in and setting up on Friday, 
May 18 at 8:30 am until the project is complete.  The show is open to the public on Saturday 9:00 am ï 
5 pm and Sunday 9:00 am until 4 pm with take down and load out after 4:00 pm Sunday.   We will be 
needing volunteers to help with this show and greatly appreciate your assistance.   
     This is always a premier show for many reasons; lots of layouts and vendors, a chance to tour the 
UP Steam Shops. See Union Pacific Big Boy 4014, as well as 844, 3985 and the rest of Union Pacific's 
historic equipment and tour the working shop and roundhouse, Also see the amazing narrow gauge 
Union Central & Northern by Harry Brunk at the depot.  So there is much more to lure you to drive up 
to Cheyenne besides the opportunity to be part of the Trout Creek and Western team ï as if you 
needed another reason.  So why not plan on spending a couple of hours with us and take in the rest of 
a really great show?  
     It is my understanding that on Friday, late afternoon, there will be a private tour of the UP Steam 
Shops for those who are helping set up for the show.  Details will follow. 
     The Sherman Hill Club Annual Train Show will be at:   Frontier Park Exhibition Hall 1312 W 8th Ave, 
Cheyenne, WY 82001. 
     Please contact me to let us know when you will be coming.  Thank you and, as always, we 
appreciate your company and assistance. 
         ðBruce Dickerhofe 

     We had a good turnout at the meeting of the N-SIG on March 21st.  As 
usual we met at the Left Hand Grange in Niwot.  Our meetings generally run 

from 1:00 until 4:00.  Present were John Clark, John Layman, Curt Bruner, Buddy Tomlinson, Keith 
Hahn, Warren Hester, Aaron Montemayor and Dan Toerpe.   
     John Layman noted that he has been going through all of the locos and rolling stock that 
have been donated to the N-SIG over the years to repair those which can be repaired and dispose of 
those which cannot be repaired.  He brought some items with him to the meeting with the request that 
N-SIG members take them if they want them.  There are additional items which will be brought to the 
next BMRC meeting to see if any other BMRC members would like them.   
     When the Club went to the Greeley Museum, Club member Norm Wolstein asked John Layman if 

he knew of anyone who might be interested in a 9ôX5ô unfinished N scale layout that has been given to 
the Museum.  John asked members of the N Sig if anyone would be interested.  Aaron will be checking 
with his wife to see if there is room for the layout.  If he canôt take it, John will ask the Club in general if 
anyone is interested. 
     We went through each of the five goals we established for 2018.  The next meeting of the N-SIG 
has not yet been scheduled, but at that meeting we hope to begin work on the raffle layout.  The layout 
is mostly complete but we want to be sure it is in good repair.  Many thanks to Jon Bond for donating 
this layout.   
     John Clark presented his new method for installing connector tracks in between modules.  
There was a lot of discussion about how well his method would work, resulting in refinements.  John 
Clark and John Layman have since spent more time working on this new method.  Progress is 
being made. 
     We then had a good discussion of the block signaling system that Buddy Tomlinson is creating for 
the modular layout.  We hope to have some signals in place by the time of the Expo.   

     We welcome any Club members to our meetings.  I think you will find them interesting and, most 

importantly, fun!  X   

     ðJohn Layman, N-SIG leader.   

N-SIG News  
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BMRC Member 

Profile       

Curt Bruner 

     Curtôs involvement in model railroading 

began as a result of his sonôs interest in the 
hobby during his early teens. 
    A committed  N-scaler and N-SIG 
member, Curt says, ñThe collegial 

nature of the hobby affords me the 
opportunity to learn from others while 
also enjoying their creative genius.ò  He 
is currently between layouts, but enjoys 
the layout design process and hopes to 
begin an initial N-trak module soon. 
     Curt is married with two children 

and is retired from the data storage industry.  He 
was a participant in the World Economic Forum 
in Davos, Switzerland and was the founder of 
several start-ups, ò...some successful, some not.ò  
Outside interests include soccer, baseball and 
military history.  Heôs a self-described pizza 
connoisseur and a chocoholic who is continually 
seeking the perfect hot chocolate.  X    

 

     I have become aware of the truth that my 
physical status has created the need for certain 
"Concessions" in my modeling and operating of 
the YVRR.  Thus,  I have arranged with the Editor 
to publish a series of short Concessional articles.  
Hopefully, some will find merit in the effort. 
 

CONCESSIONS FOR AGING:  
Heavy Plaster Scenery, Part 2 

     Two locations on the YVRR had pop-up access 
holes which were ñscenic-edò by plaster inserts 
that could be lifted out of the way when access 
was needed.  In both cases, my age and lessened 
physical strength precluded my removing either 
one safely and/or easily. The second was a nicely 
plastered hillside about 30ò long by, say, 24ò. It 
was simply discarded and replaced by a 3ô by 20ò 
foam panel 2ò thick.  This has become a regional 
airport named after a friend of mine (Bonnie) who 
owned Red Tail Aviation out of Green River, 
Utah.  Three airplanes are parked while a P-38 is 
accelerating down the runway (A circle of clear 
plastic sheet looks like a spinning propeller 
blade!)  An unneeded kit of a bulk fuel facility 
found a home; and a decrepit old passenger car 
(nicely rusted) serves as home offices. X   

THE END of 
THE LINE... 

By Bob Rothe, MMR#281  

 

ñThe longer you live, the 

healthier you have been.ò   

ðThomas Peris, M.D.  

     Bob Rothe checks out reporting marks and car numbers on this Hooker Chemical unit train 
during the BMRCôs Field Trip to the Greeley Model Train Museum last month. 
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s  
 KeithÞs Corner 

  Scenes from the  
March meeting.  

All photos by Keith Bobo. 

Former member Todd Hackett spoke about narrow 
gauge railroading in Boulder County. 

Setting up the contest models. 

VP Ray Hoppes presided over 
the meeting. 

John Marlin promoted 
the April layout tours. 

Our  
merchandise 
mart. 

Have you been downstairs at the ELKS to visit our book and visual 
libraries?  Be sure to look them over ð theyôre free to BMRC members! 

 
(When is Derek coming back??) 

The members await the start of the meeting. 

Doug Geiger reads the 
model contest winners. 


